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PREZNOTES

Oop! Ack! Thhthpptt! (As spoken by Bill
the Cat of Bloom County fame). | guessit
sums up my feelings of what | have on my
workbench. Too many models! All of a
sudden | have more started models on my
workbench than | know what to do with! |
have always worked on morethan one at a
time but now??!! In addition to the slow
moving F-89s, | haveaTa183, P-38M, F-
100C, Bv 141, Grumman Skyrocket, Cierva
autogiro, afigureor two, Godzilla, hydro-
planes, a motorcycle, a spacecraft, and too
many moreto mention, all invarious
stages of completion. | suppose | could
blameit on the Mariners, asit’'s easy to
watch the game and work on amodel on
the sofawhen all you are doing is cutting
bits off the sprue and doing minor subas-
semblies. The problemisit leadsto a
whole bunch of modelsall over the place -
adozen or so boxes that can no longer be
closed because the subassemblies being
worked onwon’t fit in the box anymore!
There was atime (many decades ago) that
| could work on one mode! from start to
finish. Of course, my allowance was not
large enough to allow meto buy more than
onemodel at atime. | could finishamodel
in aday, and then I’ d have to wait afew
weeksfor my next allowance and conse-
quently, my next mode!....

Unfortunately, at thispointinmy life, it's
too late to start a new hobby, like underwa-
ter basket weaving, and unless someone
comes up with acureto keep mefrom
starting anew model every other night this
could get tobe area problem. Let’'ssee, |
have several hundred kitsin the garage. |
could have the entire collection started by
April 2003! | got over AM Swithout too
much difficulty; maybe| can do the same
with thisnew problem.

Oh yes, last meeting | may have mentioned
to some of you that this month’s meeting
isonJune15th. IT'SNOT! ITISTHIS
SATURDAY, JUNE 8TH.I'll extendmy
apologies now to anyone that does not

read this and shows up next week instead
of this Saturday.

See you at the meeting (this Saturday),

Jewwy
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Public Disclaimers, Infor mation, and Appealsfor Help

Thisisthe officia publication of the Seattle Chapter, IPMS-USA. As such, it serves as the voice for our Chapter, and depends largely
upon the generous contributions of our members for articles, comments, club news, and anything else involving plastic scale modeling and
associated subjects. Our meetings are generally held on the second Saturday of each month, (see below for actual meeting dates), at the North
Bellevue Community/Senior Center, 4063-148th Ave NE, in Bellevue. See the back page for a map. Our meetings begin at 10:00 AM, except
as noted, and usually last for two to three hours. Our meetings are very informal, and are open to any interested plastic modeler, regardless of
interests. Modelers are encouraged to bring their models to the meetings. Subscriptions to the newdletter are included with the Chapter dues.
Dues are $24 ayear, and may be paid to Norm Filer, our Treasurer. (See address above). We also highly recommend our membersjoin and
support IPMS-USA, the national organization. See below for form. Any of the members listed above will gladly assist you with further informa-
tion about the Chapter or Society.

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individua writers, and do not constitute the official position of the
Chapter or IPMS-USA. You are encouraged to submit any material for this newsletter to the editor. He will gladly work with you and see that
your material is put into print and included in the newsletter, no matter your level of writing experience or computer expertise. The newsletter is
currently being edited using a PC, and PageMaker 6.5. Any Word or WordPerfect document for the PC would be suitable for publication. Articles
can also be submitted viae-mail, to the editor’s address above. Deadline for submission of articlesis generally twelve days prior to the next
meeting - earlier would be appreciated! Please call me at 425-823-4658 if you have any questions.

If you use or reprint the material contained in the newsletter, we would appreciate attribution both to the author and the source
document. Our newsletter is prepared with one thing in mind; thisisinformation for our members, and all fellow modelers, and is prepared and
printed in the newsletter in order to expand the skills and knowledge of those fellow modelers.

Upcoming M eeting Dates
ThelPM S Seattle 2002 meeting scheduleisasfollows. All meetingsarefrom 10 AM to 1 PM, except asindicated. To avoid
conflicts with other groups using our new meeting facility, we must NOT be in the building before our scheduled start times, and
MUST be finished and have the room restored to its proper layout by our scheduled finish time. We suggest that you keep this
information in areadily accessable place.
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Eduard 1/48" Scale
M esser schmitt Bf 108B
Taifun

by Hal Marshman, Sr.

Eduard hasrecently released a 1/48th scale
rendering of the Messerschmitt Bf 108B
Taifun. For those not familiar with the
Taifun, it wasafour-place, low-winged, all-
metal monoplane, powered by an Argus V-
8inverted air-cooled engine. The 108B was
developed from prototypes that were
developed for the 1934 air races, and was
extremely modern for itsday. Many of the
systems engineered into the 108 were
featured in the Bf 109 fighter. Thisneat
little plane was used throughout World
War |1 by the Luftwaffein such roles as
high-speed courier, VIP transport, army
cooperation, and liaison. Enough history,
tothekit...

Eduard has molded thiskit in its by now
familiar light olive, moderately soft and
easy to work plastic, with petitely done
etched-in surface detail. | found no
dimplesor injection marksin any visible
locations.

Clear parts consist of a one-piece canopy,
and afootball shaped external mount
landing light. Hereinliesmy prime com-
plaint. The 108 displayed areally unique
canopy opening system; side panels were
hinged at the front vertical window post,
and swung forward clamshell fashion, to
provide access to the cockpit. I’ m not
saying it would be impossible to open the
kit canopy in this fashion, but | for one
would bereluctant to try it. Thisisaprime
candidate for a Squadron vacuform
replacement.

Eduard provides a 28-piece Argus engine
to place within the cowling, although they
do not offer an openable cowling. You
can't leaveit out, however, asitishighly
visible through thelargeinlet at cowl
front, and the large opening at the cowling
bottom rear. The prop isasingle-piece
two-bladed type, nicely done, and isto be

trapped between the spinner front and
base. Eduard provides a vaned spinner
and back, alathe Fw 189, but gives you no
info onitsuse. It's probably meant for a
different version, yet to be rel eased.

The landing gear is quite petite, consisting
of legs, separate oleo hinges, two-piece
unflattened wheels, and gear covers. All
go together nicely, and look good when

assembled. | found it profitable to sand off
some of thetireto flatten it somewhat, and
to add brake lines, as they are somewhat
prominent, just as are those on the 109.

The kit gives you two rudders, both in two
halves. One has a counter balance at the
top, while the other does not. The kit
diagrams show which airplane uses which
rudder.

Interior isvery nice, providing seats front
and rear, with an extrafuel tank option for
the desert version, rudder bar, central
consol, two-pieceflap control wheel,
control sticks, and a centrally mounted
gear lever. Also provided are two detailed
side panels, and a choice of two instru-
ment panel setups. One panel has the
standard raised detail, and the other has
holes at the instrument locations. A stiff
paper piece with instruments printed on is
provided, to be placed behind the holed
panel with thin clear sandwiched between.
| used thefirst option, as | am content with

the manner in which | usually paint these,
and am convinced that it shows up better
through the one-piece glass.

Thedecasgive markingsfor a70/71
splinterflage bird, and a spotted desert
example. Thereisalso an instrument panel
decal if you care to take that route. The
swastikasprovided arein thefamiliar half-
and-half format.

Assembly is
moderately
straight
forward, but
useextreme
carein
placement of
thefirewall,
asinterior
and wing to
fuselage
assemblies
depend on
this part
being located
correctly.
Thisisthe
only place
where | had any problems, and they
weren't that bad to rectify. The rest of the
assembly is abreeze, but be certain to
remember that the gear legsrakeforward
slightly, and should be splayed to the
point that the wheels are vertical.

| can highly recommend thiskit. The
quality issuperb, and | will almost cer-
tainly build another.

Messrrschmi#t BE-10HE Taifun

The box for the deluxe “ Profipack”
version of the same kit
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Tamiya vs. Hasegawa: The
Battle for the Hearts and
Minds of 1/32" Aircraft

Enthusiasts! A Tale of Two
Opposing Philosophies!

by Andrew Birkbeck

In the past year, 1/32™ scaleinjection
molded aircraft kits of WW?2 subjects have
returned to the shelves of local model
shops after more than a decade of total
neglect. Currently two firmsare blazing the
trail thistime around: Hasegawaand
Tamiya. And each is approaching the
production of their kitsin an almost
diametrically opposed fashion.

Tamiya's design and engineering staff
have incorporated more and more, and
finer and finer, detail into their kits. The
Zerois current “state of the art”, and then
some. Itisalso“ multi-media’, inthetrue
sense of the word, incorporating partsin
nickel plated etched brass, plus other
various metal bits, rubber, “paper” and of
courseinjection molded plastic.

Inan A4-sized format, Tamiya sinstruction
“book” for the Zero spans 32 pages.
Included within these pages are 35 black
and white pictures covering engine/cowl,
cockpit, main fuselage, and undercarriage
details. Thefirst 13 steps of the instruc-
tions cover assembly of the cockpit and
other internal fuselage parts. These
number 60+ in total, and the detail is
breath-taking for an injection molded kit,
including
etched metal

harness detail.
Parts for the
engine and
cowl total
another 40
parts, again
with very nice
detail through-
out. And while
this detail
doesn’t extend
tothewiring
harness detail,

Tamiyawasfirst onthe block with anew
kit, their amazing ABM5 Zero. Thiskit was
delayed agood six months dueto errorsin
tooling, occurring | amtold, when
Mitsubishi provided Tamiyawith factory
drawingsthat didn’t incorporate a number
of design changes made by Mitsubishi on
theassembly line! Visionsof Airfix, with
their Fairey Battlekit of many moonsago,
which suffered asimilar defect. Thankfully
for themodeler, Tamiyaheld back their kit
until theflawswere corrected, unlike Airfix.

Tamiya'skit isan absolutegem. | have
alwaysbeen agreat admirer of Tamiya,
ever since | opened my first one of their
kitsway back in 1973. Ever sincethat time,

it shouldn’t be

very difficultto
fabricatethisusing flexiblewire and the
photos included in the Tamiyainstruc-
tions. Asfor the undercarriage units, they
come with rubber hose parts for the
hydraulic hoses, and there are metal parts
to show the landing gear position indica-
tors on the wings. Such isthe detail of this
model. Rudder, flaps, and ailerons (thanks
JmS.) arepositionable, theailerons
incorporating both etched metal and
plastic components, alowing the builder to
change their position once the kit is built.

Herewith my nitpicksof thisotherwise
spectacular kit. First, while Tamiyagives
you canopy masking material, you haveto
cut out each panel’sworth of material

yourself. If the likes of Eduard can give
you such masks with die-cut piecesin their
1/48" kits, why can’t Tamiyaincorporate
them into akit of this price? And then
therearethe“working” gimmicks-
“working” gear doors and retractable
landing gear (viaan actual crank for the
main gear!). | suppose there ar e those
around who once they have built a kit of
this scope, will then while away their
evenings cranking up and down on the
undercarriage crank, but | haven’t found
any of themyet. (For an extra $200+,
Tamiyawill sell you thiskit, “complete”
with motor to turn the prop, and a sound
chip that “authentically reproduces the
sound of a Sakae Type 21 engine”. | kid
you not!). However, all things considered,
thisisasuperb kit, filled with awe-
inspiring details. Priced in Japan at the yen
equivalent of $52, thisisasuperb valuein
my opinion, if you happen to livein Japan.
But | can't for thelife of mework out how
thiskit then retailsfor $99 herein the
USA? Thisbecausefor only $11 more, you
can havethiskit airmailed from Japan to
your home. And had you ordered it upon
release in Japan, you could have been
building away weeksbeforeit arrivediin
US hobby stores. And of course the $99
retail comeswith an additional $8.80 sales
tax, nearly covering the cost of postage.
So the choiceisyours, $52 or $99. While
silly me decided to buy locally, | did save
$33 buying from Kevin Callahan at the
local 1PM S/Seattle meeting.

Which brings us to Hasegawa's new entry
inthe 1/32WW?2 aircraft field, their
superb Me 109G-6. Thiskit retailsfor the
much lower price of $39.95, and thanksto
Emil Minerich at Skyway Model Shop
moving them out the door at a discount, |
picked mine up for the $33 “savings’ on
my TamiyaZero purchase!

For your reduced outlay, you get an 8-
page A4 instruction sheet vs. Tamiya's 32
pages. As you would expect, the cockpit in
the Me 109 isless detailed but that said, it
isstill avery credibleeffort. Unlike
Tamiya's etched metal bucklesfor the
harness detail, Hasegawa gives the
modeler a seat with molded-on belts and
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buckles, although they look quite niceto
my eye. | must admit to opting for the
Cutting Edge cockpit detail set, at a hefty
$23, from Skyway Model Shop, but that is
just me. Suitably painted and highlighted, |
am convinced the Hasegawa kit parts
would look very nice.

box, at $99 USretail, the other not super-
detailed at $39.95. And with the savings of
$60, you can go out and buy yourself a
super detailed resin cockpit, and | am sure
in the near future, aniceresin engine etc.
Two different firms, two different philoso-
phiesto kit production. Tamiya, the all you
can eat gourmet smorgasbord, Hasegawa
the plowman’slunch,

with the option of
popping next door
and eating at another
restaurant if you are
till hungry after the
initial meal. However,
one thing you won’t

get with the
Hasegawakitis
crankable undercar-
riagelegs!

There is absolutely no engine with the On the Road

Hasegawa kit, nor are the engine access

hatches separate. If an aftermarket firm

produces an engine for thiskit, you will by Bill Osborn

need arazor saw to open up the appropri-
ate hatches. No problem herefor me, as|
don’t intend to put in an engine. Flaps and
ailerons on the Hasegawa kit are
positionable, but in afixed position, unlike
the Tamiyakit (* Oh, theinhumanity,” |
hear you screaming). The undercarriage of
the Me 109 kit comeswith no hydraulic
lines. Ohwell.

On an accuracy note, the Hasegawa
spinner is slightly mis-shaped, and the
fuselageis short in length forward of the
canopy. No doubt thisis due to their /48"
versions suffering from the same problems
(agood side profile picture will show you
what | am referring to here). That said, the
spinner can be fixed easily enough with a
fileand afew minutes of your time, and for
me, the fuselage length can be afault | will
livewith.

So thereyou haveit, two kitsin 1/32
scale of famous and very important
aircraft, one super-detailed right out of the

Haveyou ever beenriding or drivingin a
car and come across something totally
unexpected? | don’t mean awreck or other
disaster; | mean something like anude
beach. Sorry, but that’s not what thisis
about. Thefirst timel remember, wasin’ 85
when weweredriving along an English
country road, and saw asign for R.A.F.
Tangmere. Let metell you that car had
good brakes and seatbelts. With visions of
flights of Spitfiresand Hurricanesrising to
do battle with the dreaded Hun, we pulled
into the car park of asmall museumwith a
Hunter and one other aircraft that | can’'t
remember now out in front. Gonewerethe
hangars and all the rest of an airbase that
I’d heard and read about for over 40 years.
Two gentlemen that had been ground crew
during the war staffed the museum. The
contents consisted of bits and pieces of
both British and German planes and other
related objects. The staff thought it was
nicethat we came all theway from “the
Colonies’ to see them and the museum.

Father along in the sametrip, wewere
coming into Portsmouth when we came
across a backwater of the harbor that was
agraveyard of old navy boats. Boats, not
ships. There were many W.W.1 submarines
and other craft in various shades of rust.
Since the roadsin England have only
about three inches of shoulder there was
no way to pull over to take pictures. Drat!
It would have made a good series of
photos.

Later on, we came past aholeina
hedgerow and saw a storage area for
Canberras. Thiswas England remember, no
parking. Next timemaybel’ll rideabike.
But by then everything will be turned into
beer cans.

The next time | came across an unexpected
treasure was somewhere in Montana. We
came up over arise and therewas afield
full of ex-Canadian Neptunesand C-119s.
Therewas no town or airfield, just the
planes. Thistime, being Montana, there
was plenty of room to pull off and take
pictures.

On another trip through northern Idaho,
we came across what looked like alost
patrol from the AfrikaCorps. Therewere at
|east adozen German armored vehicles
from medium tanks, hal ftracks and armored
cars to open and closed trucks. Thistime
no pictures.

What brought on all this reminiscence was
our recent trip to the Fiftieth State. While
touring in our air-conditioned coach
during thelocal cleaning of theair (it
rained most of thetime), we passed asmall
lot behind somebody’s house and there
sinking into the sand were half adozen
W.W.I1 U.S. military vehicles. | only had
timeto seea“Honey” tank and aMarine
“Alligator”. All of the equipment had been
painted sand yellow and looked to bein
good shape.

And lets not forget the gate guards and
memorialsthat abound in every city, town,
and wide spot on the road. Keep looking.
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Sword 1/72" Scale
Grumman G-21A Goose

by Jim Schubert

The Goose amphibian was Grumman’s
second design to go into series produc-
tion. It was also their first monoplane, their
first twin-engined plane, and their first
plane designed for the civil market. The G-
21 madeitsfirst flight on May 29, 1937.
Thetwo Pratt & Whitney R-985 engines
gave the Goose a cruise speed of 150 to
175 mph. Normal fuel tankage provided a
range of up to 800 miles carrying four to six
passengers, plus baggage, and a crew of
two. Thefirst Goose was delivered to
Marshall Field on September 29, 1937. The
first dozen were designated G-21; the
remainder of the 30 civilian Gooseswere
designated G-21A asthey had minor
changes from the basic design. All the
military Gooseswere based onthe G-21A
configuration and had variations as
required by their intended military use.
Military designationsfor the Goose were:

USAAC/USAAF: OA-9A and OA-13A/B
USN/USMC and USCG: JRF-1 through 6,
plusletter suffixes

UK: GooseMk.l and 1A

Other nations used one of the US designa-
tions depending upon the configuration
details of the specific model acquired.

Although designed as a light amphibian
transport for private civil use, only thefirst
30 Gooses went to private buyers. The
remainder of the 1,345 total built went to
various military operatorsincluding: US
Army, USNavy, US Coast Guard, USMC,
Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, France,
Paraguay, Peru, Portugal and the UK. Post-
WWII, Gooses served with military,
government, and civilian operatorsin
many more countries. Today the Gooseisa
very desirable antique airplane of great
practical valueand I’d sureliketo be able
to afford to have one moored out in front
of my house. Please note, amongst the
cognoscenti, the plural for the Gooseis
always“Gooses’ - never “Geese”.

Being aCzechkit, it comesin one of their
standard, patented, flimsy, end-opening
boxes that is guaranteed to collapse if
other kits are stacked atop it. Inside are 63
parts cleanly injection moldedin medium
gray styrene, 13 partswell cast in resin of
the same color, eight side windows
injection molded in clear styrene, two
vacuformed, bulged side windows, and
two vacuformed windscreens. The quality
of kitsfrom Sword and all the other Czech
manufacturers keeps getting better and
better and this kit continues that progres-
sion with one significant design hiccup.
Sword did avery good job of modeling the
subtle catenary sag of fabric between the
wing ribs but the ribs under the fabric
covered areas of thewing and tail are
represented by scribed lines - shades of
the Hawk kits of the 1940s! If you arean
anal retentive, nit-picking AM Ser like me,
thisfact will send you into paroxysms of
anguish, for thereare 222 individually
scribed “rib” lines of various lengths to be
filled, filed, and converted to rib-tape
simulations by application of narrow strips
of decal stock! Other than that, Mrs.
Lincoln, themoldingsareflawless.

Grumman JRF Goose

Fourteen very well illustrated construction
steps, a parts map, a brief history of the
type by Chris Hughes, and a colors and
markings guidefor three different color
schemesareall included inthewell printed
and easily understood 12-page instruction
pamphlet. The colorful, small, decal sheet
by Techmod is sharply printed in perfect
register and provides three color schemes.
Oneisfor an RAF Goose |A intemperate
seaplane camouflage. The second isfor a

o)

JRF-6A of the French Aeronavaéin
overall seablue gloss. Thethird schemeis
for aJRF-5, US Navy Bureau of Aeronau-
ticsNo. 37828 asrestored by John Pletcher
of Anchorage, Alaskain 1994-5 and given
thecivil registration N703.

The physical configuration of thekit is
based upon the restored, and modified,
N703 asit istoday with some exceptions.
Thisfact compromises the accuracy of all
three airplanes covered by the decal sheet.
These are the problems:

Only the pre-war G-21shad awindow in
the main entry door on the left side of the
airplane. Thekit has thiswindow because
Mr. Pletcher added it whilst restoring N703.
The G-21soriginally had no spray sup-
pression skirts on the forward chine. Short
side skirts were incorporated on the G-
21Asand generaly retrofitted to the G-21s.
Post-war, most Gooses wereretrofitted
with the wide wrap-around spray suppres-
sion skirtincluded in the kit.

All Gooseswere built with two-bladed
Hamilton-Standard constant speed
propellers, which arethe only
propellersincluded in thekit.
N703 was, however, duringits
restoration given three bladed
props and large sharp pointed
spinners that enclose the blade
roots.

So, here’s what you've got to do
if you choose to model one of the
color schemes given on the decal
sheet:

RAF and Aeronavalé: Fill the
window in the door and cut off
the front of the spray suppression skirt
back to thefirst vertical panel line onthe
fuselage, and dlim down the width of the
remaining skirt abit.

N703: Find apair of 7' 10" three-blade
square tipped constant speed propellers.
Make radar transponder antennae for
either sideof thefin. Makeasmall GPSS
disc antennafor atop the fuselage and
make two VHF antennae for atop thewing.
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Make vacuformed bulged side windows
for the cockpit. No, you can’t use the kit's
vac-uormed bulged windows as they are
sized to go over the second side window
in the passenger cabin of the RAF plane
and aretoo small for the cockpit.

Am | being too much of anit-picker on
accuracy? | don’t think so; you might. To
each his own. Always do your own
research. Pick a subject that you can
document to your satisfaction and enjoy
the project. The small, low budget, Czech
kit manufacturers are at a big disadvantage
in that they can't afford to go out and find
asurvivor of every chosen subject or take
thetimeto access all the extant reference
materials and must rely on othersfor their
data and have no real means of verifying
much of it. | havejust provided informa-
tion on a soon to be released British
subject and it iswith great trepidation that
| anticipate seeing how the resulting kit
looks. You'll read about it here.

My nit-picking not withstanding, thisisa
very good kit, which will go together easily
and make a good |ooking model straight
out-of-the-box. Congratulationsto Sword
for another subject that has been ignored
by the big name manufacturers of kitsin
V72 scale.

Refer ences:

War planes of the Second World War,
\olume Five - Flying Boats: William Green,
Doubleday, New York 1962.

Foort Aviation (monthly journal of the
EAA) for August 1998. Budd Davisson
articleon N703 - Great photos.

http:/Mmww.airliner s.net/
open.file?id=185564 - The photo upon
which the kit box-art is obviously based.
This site aso has several other Goose
photos.

Wings Magazinefor August 1994: Article
titled “ Grumman Seabirds’ by Jack Dean.

Skyways - Journal of the Airplane 1920-
1940, Nos. 7, 15 and 34.

ARIIl 1/24" Scale
Chaparral 2C and
Porsche 904

by Chuck Herrmann, IPMSGTR/
AutoModelers

Therecent release by ARII of four vintage
sports car racers are actually reissues of
kitsoriginally released by L Smany years
ago. While these are great subjects, the
modelsaretypical of thesimplified
curbside, motorized design featured in
many low-end Japanese kits. Yet each kit
has some added features that are notable.
And these kits are based on the cars as
they actually appeared at specific races.
Thetwo | have are the Porsche 904 as
raced at the 1964 Japan Grand Prix, and the
Chaparral 2C asraced at the 1965 Nassau
Trophy raceinthe Bahamas. | wish more
kitswerethat specific.

| built the LS Porsche 904 several years
ago. The simplified design and the low
parts count result in a less than great
finished product. Theinterior fit allows
some significant gaps to show through.
Alsothelack of interior or engine details
allows you to see right through the wheel
openings. A piece of sheet stock glued in
and painted black would help hide this.
One great feature was the beautiful wheels
made of white metal that mount in turned
aluminum rims. These weretoo good for
therest of the model, so | saved them for
another project and turned thisinto a
street version.

| recently acquired the Chaparral 2C (inthe
L S package). Thisisanother curbside
design, with asimilar one-piece chassis as
the Porsche. The nice parts here are the
white metal injector stacks, which should
polish up nicely. And the spoked wheels,
while plastic, feature very fine engraving.
The one-piece body features the correct
front wing plates and the movable spoiler.
There are some pronounced mold linesin
the expected places, which can be easily
removed. An odd feature of thiskit isthe
“extra’ parts, which the instructions

indicate are not to be used. Thereisa
whole interior tub piece, too big tofit asis
but with lots of the aluminum panel detail
and molded-in seat which arefar better
than the other parts the instructions say
should be used. Thiswill need to be cut to
fit but it should work, and would be agreat
improvement over the plain looking piece
indicated in the instructions. A set of
brakes also is marked as unused, but they
would look good behind the wheels. The
tree all these parts are on is stamped as
being made by Modelers. It is apparently
from another kit but included herefor use
of thewheelsonly. But | intend to modify
theinterior to fit, to much improve the
looks of the model. The instructions are
mediocre, both for the Porsche and the
Chaparral, with decal placement omitted,
so save the box art for that.

In summary, these are not the greatest
quality kits, certainly below Tamiya
standards. Others have done the Porsche
better. The Chaparral holds more promise;
if | gettoit | will report back onthefinal
result. The other two kitsin the seriesare a
Porsche 906 and aFord GT40.

Historical note: A great reference source
for Chaparralsis Chaparral: Can-Amand
Prototype Race Cars by Dave Friedman.
In looking up the cars raced at the Nassau
Speedweeksin 1965, thekit decalsare
accurate for the number 66 car driven by
JmHall. Inthe Governor’s Trophy race,
Hall suffered suspension failure and
crashed into a spectator’s Fiat, which was
improperly parked too near the course. The
other team car, #65 driven by Hap Sharp,
finished second in that race but won the
Nassau Trophy race. But the #65 car is
noticeably different than the one in the kit,
with different injectors, exhaust set up, roll
bar, lovers on the top of the front fenders
and an air scoop in front of the driver. This
was the last event for the 2C, which had a
great year in 1965, winning 16 races out of
22 dtarts, along with nine second places.
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Pavla 1/72nd Scale
Grumman Widgeon

by SteveKasza, |PM S(UK) FAA
SIG

Construction of Pavla's Widgeon was
started by sanding the mating edges of the
fuselage halves flat on a piece of sandpa-
per and removing the flash from the
window openings. | began assembly of the
interior by replacing the vacuform side
windows with new ones shaped from a
spare injected molded canopy. These were
glued in place and then sanded and
polished. Next, | glued in thelanding bay
inserts (parts 9) into their openings. The
floor istoo wide. To correct the width of
the floor, sand away the “bevel” on each
side. It was glued into the right fuselage
half along with the rear bulkhead.

Theworst part of this kit now showed
itself. Pavla has you make up several parts
for thiskit yourself. My complaint about
thisisthat no dimensions or drawings are
given for these parts. The only thing you
have to go on for dimensions are the
assembly drawings and any references
you can find on the aircraft. The fuselage
around the tail gear bay was thinned and
the bay was boxed in with sheet plastic.

The cockpit was painted interior green and
the seat cushions Olive Drab. Therear
gear bay was painted aluminum. The
instrument panel was painted black, the
dial details picked out with awhite
Prismacolor pencil, and drops of Kristal
Kleer were applied to simulate the glass
faces. Seat beltswere made from masking
tape. 1/16” pieces of sprue were glued to
the seat bottoms to raise them up off the
floor. The fuselage halves were now glued
together. Thefit was OK, but alittle bit of
filler was needed to smooth out the top.

The mating surfaces of the wing halves
were sanded to make them fit better and to
thin the trailing edges a bit. No positive
location for the wingsis given on the
fuselage. | dry-fitted and sanded the wing
roots to match the fuselage side and glued

the wings with their top edges even with
the top of the fuselage. The wing seams
werefilled in with super glue and the panel
lines were re-scribed where | had sanded
them away. Theinside of the nacelleswere
painted black. The engines were also
painted black followed by adry-brushing
of steel. | next assembled the nacelle
halves and front, and then inserted the
enginesfromtherear. Theinner rear lower
edges of the nacelles were thinned. | now
attached the nacelles to the wing. Small
amounts of filler were needed around the
front, and where the nacelles met the wing.
The small engine scoops (parts 19 and 20)
had their openings drilled out and then
these were glued in place.

Thetail planes were cleaned up and after a
bit of fitting and sanding, they needed no
filler once attached. The wing float halves
were glued together and their seamsfilled.
The struts were sanded to more of an
airfoil shape. With a#80 drill bit, holes
weredrilled in the floats and wing bottoms
for the placement of thefloat bracing
wires. The floats were set aside, to be
attached after painting. The vacuform
canopy was cut out and attached to the
fuselage after it received adip in Future.
The control surface actuators were made
for thewings. Thesewere 1/32" x 2/32" x 1/
64" triangles cut from .010 sheet plastic.
The control rods for these were made from
stretched sprue. | added the spray
deflectors onto the bottom edge of the
aircraft nose. Theseare 1/32" x 24/32"

pieces of .010 plastic. The“handles’ on
top of the fuselage were bent from copper
wire

| now started painting the aircraft. | used
Model Master paints throughout. The
bottom was painted Sky (to which | added
grey because it looked too green). When
thiswas dry | masked the areasto remain
that color and painted the upper surface
camouflage of ExtraDark SeaGray and
Dark Slate Gray. A coat of glosswas
applied after the paint was dry and the
masking removed from the bottom. Thekit
decalswere applied (not many of them)
and they went on and settled down with
no problems.

Thelanding gear
was attempted next.
This proved to be
the most frustrating
assembly of thekit.
Themain gearsare
amix of plastic and
resin partswhich all
required cleaning
up. After dry fitting
the parts afew
times, | decided to
glue the main strut
to the upper well
and then use the
resin part to
determinethe angle
on the strut. When
thiswas dry | added the remaining two
plastic braces. Next the tires were painted
and attached.

Two braceswere madefor thetail wheel
strut from stretched sprue, and the
assembly was glued into the well. The
floats were now glued into position, and
the bracing wires added from stretched

sprue.

| removed the propellers from the sprue,
and cleaned these up. They were painted
light brown, with Dark Sea Grey spinners.

If you have built any “limited run” kits
Pavla s Widgeon will posefew problems
for you, and adds an interesting subject to
your collection.
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Pandl Lines and Shoulder
Straps

by Hal Marshman, Sr.

Noreastcon 2002, the |PM S Region One
show, isnow history. | was privileged to
judgethe entire 1/72nd scale aircraft
portion, plus rigged and rotary winged
categories. It wasalso my privilegeto
judge with Art Loder, and one of his
friends. For those of you who don’t
recognize Art’sname, heiswell known
among other things, for his knowledgeable
kit reviewsin Fine Scale Modeler.

One of the things | noticed was the
tendency among the better modelers to
enhance the engraved panel lines of the
aircraft with ablack wash. Properly done,
this enhancement adds aredlly artistic
touch, and sets off the paint and markings
very nicely. On the other side of the cain, |
do have some problemswithit. Basically, |
believethe effect, although extremely
pleasing to the eye, is much too stark. |
wasin conversation with one of my
friends, ahighly respected modeler of the
engineer variety, who saysthat on real
planes, the panel lines are not visible. Well,
just cometo my warehouse at Logan Int’l,
and look out the back door. Fed Ex loads a
B-727 freighter about 200 feet away, and let
me hasten to assure al that the panel lines
areindeed quite visible. The most subtle
lines are those between the various sheets
of metal. Hatches, doors, and service ports
stand out alittle more, with the separation
between main planes and control surfaces
being the starkest. Now, to show thison a
model takesalittle morethinking. Try this;
use a darker shade of the basic color asa
wash for the pandl lines, darken it some-
what for hatches and doors, and keep the
black for the control surface separations.
Might beyou’ll come up with avery
attractivemodel, with just alittlemore
realism. Sure, it'sabit morework, but
you've already proved that you' re not
afraid to extend yourself by enhancing the
surfaces to begin with.

Now, what's this about shoulder straps?
One of the things that has really caught
my jaundiced eye isthe tendency of armor
builders, figure painters, and diorama
builders, particularly those who do German
subjects, to ignore the proper colors for
the branch of service colors (in German,
waffenfarben). Basically, what we' re
talking about is the piping around shoul-
der straps, visored hats, and early in the
war, theinverted “vee” on the front of field
caps. You know, whitefor infantry, pink for
panzer, red for artillery, etc. Thesubjectis
much too complicated for metotry to
outlineinthisarticle, with variations
between Heere, Waffen SS, and L uftwaffe
ground troops abounding. What I’ m trying
to do ismake you aware of the differences,
so that hopefully, you'll research these
things alittle more before putting paint to
plastic. Just to let you know whereI’'m
coming from, I’ ve been acollector of
Germanrelicsfor over 45 years, having
amassed at |east three major collectionsin
that period. | have amoderately extensive
library on German uniforms, insignia, and
medals, so | know that theinfoisreadily
available. Eventheinfo onthe Tamiya
figure boxes, athough not extensive,
should give you a basic feeling for the
right and wrong of it. After all, you
research the camouflage and markings on
the vehicles, don’t you, so give the figures
the same courtesy, and know that every-
thing measures up to the same amount of
authenticity.

An Unsolicited Testimonial

by Glen Broman, |PM SQuad
Cities

Hey sports fans, | just wanted to share
something about what | get out of IPMS,
and why | keep renewing. Itisn't the
Journal, or the insurance, or any of that
good stuff. It's the people and the frame-
work | redlly like. Let meexplain.

| started my association with IPMS by
showing up at |PM S/Seattle gigs about 30

years ago. Got some good tips, but never
got achance to really get to know anyone
as | got orders sending me off to distant
lands, and then more sets of orders
keeping methere. | came back to the
Northwest after Desert Storm, or the
Mother of all drive by shootings, as my
buddy Chip calledit. | joined IPMSand
went to my first local IPMS meeting at
IPMS/Tacoma. A real princeof aman
named L es Sundt met me at the door and
made sure | was welcome and introduced
me around. | met friendswho remain so
today, despite more of those pesky orders
sending me to even more strange and
distant lands, like Kansas and Illinais. |
would take my chapter listing issue of the
Journal and look up local IPMS chapters
whenever | went off on temporary duty for
travel or schools. | was able to attend a
few meetings of achapter in Leavenworth
Kansas, and was taken to agreat little local
bookstore and invited to attend their
annual show.

Did you know there is a chapter that meets
at abank in Selah, Washington? It may not
beinyour Rand-McNally atlas, but it's
home to a bunch of talented and friendly
guys. Made some more great friends when
| went to school in Virginia. Thefolksin
IPM S Richmond, guyslike Mark Elder,
Frank “ Tank” Blanton, and Glenn Sprouse
whoreally took mein and made mefeel
welcome, they even took me on an
expedition to Denbiegh Hobbiesin
Norfolk. Mark and | still stay intouch
today. | met my first husband and wife
modeling team. At first | thought it was
cool, then | realized the awful implications.
What if you came home from work and
found your significant other working on
your brand new Tamigawa Foosbane
Sturmpickle Mark 1V ? Anyway, | digress.

When | got orders to report to Rock Island
Arsenal, Illinois (Rock Island where?) |
went back to my trusty Journal (and that
* 7/t Rand-McNally again), and found
that there was a chapter there. | sent a
|etter to Bob Horton, the chapter contact. |

Continued on page 15
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A Modeler’s Guide to
Armored Fighting Vehicles
of the Imperial Japanese
Army, 1918 to 1945

by Andrew Birkbeck

If youareat all interested in the armored
fighting vehicles of the Japanese military
during WW2 and stretching back to the
end of WW1, there aren’t many kits
available compared to the other main
military nations of thisperiod. | once saw a
listing of 1/35" scale kits covering the
German military of WW2, and it numbered
well over 300 separately kitted vehicles,
with alarge number of the vehicles being
kitted by more than one kit manufacturer.
American vehiclesareaso numerically
well represented inthe main armor scale,
1/35", as are the British and Russians.

Not so the Japanese. Perhaps thisis due to
therelatively minor significance of armored
warfareinthe Asia/lPacific area, compared
to the massive tank battles of the Euro-
pean theatres of WW?2, or the Desert
campaignsinvolving British/Common-
wealth and German forces. When it comes
to Japanese forces, there simply weren't
the numbers of tanks involved, nor the
different variety of vehicles produced. You
certainly can’t say itisdueto lack of
interest on the part of the major world kit
manufacturers. The Japanese kit producers
have for years dominated the model
building hobby, and have always been
interested in producing vehicles, ships,
and aircraft of the “home” side.

When it comes to Japanese armored
vehiclesintheform of injection-molded
kits, there arereally only two players. One
isthe 800-Pound Gorillaof thekit industry,
Tamiya. The other isaveritable gnat, the
Japanesefirm FineMolds.

Therearethree Tamiyakitsavailablein 1/
35" scale, al based on the same chassis.
Kit MM 35137 isthe Type 97 Medium Tank
(Late Version), sporting a57mm main gun.
KitMM35175isagainaType 97 Medium

Tank, with adifferent style turret than

MM 35137, and no doubt the Japanese
script on the box top/instructions probably
mentions“ Early Version”! Finally, you
have Kit MM 35195, whichisthe Type 97
chassis, mounting a75mm field howitzer in
afixed structure atop the chassis, carrying
thedesignation“ Type 1 75mm SPG”. All
three of these kitsare extremely well
detailed, especially considering that their
initial release datewasin 1975!

Interms of after market upgradesfor these
kits, we arein luck asthe Japanese firm
Modelkasten produces individual,
workabletrack linksfor the Type 97, Kit
SK-31. Theseareextremely well detailed,
workabletrack links, and just happen to
cost about twice the price of the kits they
arefor! Still, considering the detail on the
“rubber-band” tracks that came with the
earlier Tamiyakits, | feel they arewell
worth the investment if you want the
added realism these tracks offer. Unfortu-
nately, there are no etched sets available
that | can find for these kits. Not to say
that they didn’t once exigt, or that they
might not exist inthefuture. Eduard, king
of the photo etched market, are known to
produce sets “out of the blue” for older
kits, or when akit manufacturer re-rel eases
anolder kit.

Now to the gnat of the hobby industry,
Fine Molds. Best known to aviation
modelersfor their interesting series of both
1/72™ and /48" WW?2 Japanese aircraft
kits, aswell asan excellent 1/72Me410
kit, FineMolds also doesarmor! Thereare
however two main drawbacksto Fine
Moldskits. Thefirst isavailability, asthere
seemsto be no regular source for themin
the USA. Fine Molds operates under the
wing of Hasegawa, yet Marco Polo, the
exclusiveimporter of FineMoldskitsfor
the USA, seems not to overly advertise the
line. Then thereisthe price. | won't say
Fine Moldsarmor kitsareridiculously
priced, as others have stated. What | will
say isthat they aren’t cheap, especialy
given the small size of some of their kits.
For example, FM’s 1/35" scale Type 94
tankette (Kit FM17), measuresalittleless
than 3.5 inchesin length, and perhaps 1.5

inchesin width! That issmaller than many
1/72M scaletank kits! And for the privilege
of owning one, you pay the Yen equivalent
of US$25, and another $8 to have it
shipped over from Japan. This said, the kit
isexquisitely detailed, and includesasmall
photo etched sheet. The tracks are nicely
detailed, although rubber band type.

Perhaps the best deal from FM istheir
Type97“TE-KE” (Kit FM10). Thisisa
different tank completely from the Tamiya
Type 97, the “ Type”, as with Japanese
aircraft, referring to the year the specifica-
tion was called for using the Japanese
calendar. The FM kit isabeauty, with a
very well detailed interior, individual link
injection molded tracks, and a photo
etched sheet. Also included for the money
aretwo nicely detailed crew figures. The
instructions, while all in Japanese (at least
in my kit), comewith very nicely detailed
drawings of theinterior, to help with
detailing your model. Thiskit retailsfor
$26, plus the required postage.

NextisFM’sType95“HA-GO” (Kit
FM16), priced again at around $26. This
comes with rubber band tracks, but for an
additional $13.50, FM producestheir own
aftermarket injection molded link-by-link
track set. The kit includes photo etched
exhaust screens and a couple of superbly
detailed cast metal parts, including the
jack. Then finally, one hasthe largest of
FM’stank kits, the Type 1“ CHI-HE” (Kit
FM12), thiskit measuring afull 6.5 inches
in length, for which you get to pay the
higher price of Yen3800/US$28.50. How-
ever, no photo etch, and alas, rubber band
tracks. However, measuring thiskit'stracks
against those of Tamiya's Type 97 series, it
would appear the Type 1 and the Type 97
used the same tracks, so no doubt with a
little fiddling about, you could use
Modelkasten’s aftermarket track set on the
FM kit. For an additional $30+ of course!

Also availablefor the* Japanese” Imperial
forces, you can purchase a 1/35" French
FT17 tank, courtesy of Polish producer
RPM. Thiswas the first tank used by the
Japanese, prior to their home industries
getting into the business of tank manufac-
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ture. Thekit isvery nicely detailed, and
RPM producetheir own aftermarket set of
link-by-link tracks. Both Eduard and Aber
produce etched metal detail setsfor this
kit.

And then there isthe all-important
“reference material” for these vehicles!
Until recently, all | could have suggested
for reference for these vehiclesiswhat you
found on the box top of thekit. Infact, |
often use Tamiyabox topsfor reference
material for my models, asit issome of the
best around, and with the armor kits
usually shows details not included in the
kit. However, inthelast year, two superb
references have come along to save the
day, although one needs to remember one
important detail about photographic
coverage of Japanese forcesin WW2 and
earlier: for various reasons, the quality of
pictures taken by the Japanese during this
time period is at best okay, and is often
quite marginal. That said, we havetwo
main sources of photographic material:
Ground Power #382, and Japonska Bron
Pancerna (Japanese Armor!) Vol. 1. The
former came out in March 2001, and ispart
of the superb Ground Power monthly
seriesof armor “magazines’ from Japan. If
only | could read Japanese! GP82 has 98
pages of very nice photos, and a history of
the Japanese armored forces. Alas,
nothing isin English, not even the photo
captions, so one has to know what oneis
looking at in the photos (in terms of Type),
before one can exploit the details. The very
lengthy historical text is of course useless
for non-Japanese readers. Interestingly,
there are seven color pictures.

Japonska Bron Pancerna is from the
Polish publisher AJ Press, and isthefirst
of apromised three volume set covering
Japanese armor. Volume 1 hasjust been
published, and is 120 pagesin length, A4
format. The written history isin both
Polish and “English”, asare all the photo
captions. The English isfor the most part
quite readable. There are five color photos,
two of which are duplicated in the GP
issue, but the AJ Press color photos are
better quality, and of alarger format. There
are 8 full pagesof excellent color artwork,

and 15 pages of superb 1/35" scale
drawings. Therearewell over 100 black
and white photos, some a bit “hazy”, but
still useable. The picturesarefrom
Japanese military photographers, aswell
as Allied photographers, the latter
showing captured vehicles being archived
for technical purposes. Thereareaso a
number of pictures taken of museum
pieces. Both tanks and armored cars are
covered thoroughly in this book, with
particularly good coverage of the Type 94,
95, and 97 as covered with the Fine Mold
kits. (Therest, no doubt, will appear in the
other two volumes). It is a superb piece of
research, and | can’t recommend it highly
enough for anyone interested in this area
of military history.

| picked up my Fine Moldskitsviamail
order from the Japanese firm RAINBOW
10. OntheInternet at www.r ainbow10.com,
they are extremely reliable, and their
command of Englishis pretty good (a
million times better than my Japanese!) My
orders are usually dispatched within a
couple of daysof their receiving my email
(their web sitelistsall their store’s current
stock). Another reliable sourceis
HobbyLinkJapan, a www.hlj.com

However, HLJtendsto be dlower when it
comes to shipping, as their inventory
listingsarefar larger than their in-stock
items. However, it doesn’t usually take
them that long to restock out of stock
items.

The Ground Power seriesisavailable from
both R10 and HLJ. The AJ Press book was
ordered, again over the Internet, from
AirConnection, aCanadian mail order firm.
If you haven't visited them, | highly
recommend that you do, as they have a
vast listing of Eastern European aviation
and armor books. They can be found at
WWW.air connection.on.ca

AJ Press themselves have aweb site,
http://aj-presshomepl

2" New Zealand Divisional
Cavalry Regiment in the
Mediterranean
(KiwiArmour 3) by Jeffrey
Plowman and Malcolm
Thomas

review by Andrew Birkbeck

Thisisthe third book in acontinuing
series by Plowman and Thomas covering
various aspects of New Zealand’s ground
forcesin World War 2. | have reviewed the
two previous booksin earlier editions of
the IPMS Seattle News.

Book #3 isanother first rate monograph,
and asthetitle hints, coversthe 2 NZ
Divisional Cavalry Regimentinthe
Mediterranean theater during WW2. This
unit had the double distinction of being
thefirst to be raised and equipped with
armor in New Zealand following the
outbreak of hogtilitiesin WW2 and was
also thefirst NZ armoured unit to be
deployed operationally overseas. It first
went into action against German forcesin
Greecein 1941. The Regiment later found
itself battling German forcesinthe Middle
East, involved, amongst other actions, in
the battles around Alamein. Later in the
war it found itself taking partinthe Allied
push through Italy.

Aswith the previous two volumes, #3is
soft covered, A4 format, at 56 pagesin
length. Thereisawritten history of course,
aswell as organizational charts. Sections
also cover tactical markingsand vehicle
names, camouflage, uniforms, insigniaetc.
There is aone-page modeling section,
covering al the availablekitsfor produc-
ing vehicles of the Regiment, aswell as
three full pages of 1/35" scale drawings
covering these vehicles. The rear outside
cover isin color, covering colorsand
markingsfor six vehicles. Thereare

Continued on page 15
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Martin AM-1 Mauler in
/72" Scale: A Comparison
Between Siga and Czech
Master Resin

by Norm Filer

The Glenn L. Martin Co. could be noted as
being very successful at building aircraft
that finished second in design competi-
tions. The Model 162 Mariner was
overshadowed by the rival Consolidated
PBY. The202/404 airlinersnever really were
successful, and the very radical XB-51 lost
out tothe B-57. Inthelatter example
Martin had both first and second place
covered and was able to pull success from
thejaws of defeat with the B-57 contract.
Thelast two examples of Martin doing well
on losing proposals are the PAM Mercator
and the subject we are looking at, the AM-
1 Mauler. The Mercator lost the design
competitionto the Lockheed P2V Neptune,
but Martin still managed to build 21 as
Electronic Reconnai ssance birds.

The AM-1 Mauler lost to the now famous
Douglas AD Skyraider, yet Martin was
ableto land a contract to build 152
Maulersfor the Navy. For avariety of
reasons the Mauler proved to be less than
successful operating off carriers, but did
have some success with Naval Reserve
Squadrons and as an Electronic Counter-
measures platform. When viewing photos
of the Mauler, itsimmense sizeis not
apparent. Thisisone big bird! With a
wingspan of 50 feet, and alength of over
40 feet this beast makes even a Thunder-
bolt (span 40, length 36) look small in
comparison.

The Czech Master Resin kit hasbeenin
very limited circulation for thelast few
years. It consists of all resin parts with the
exception of metal main gear struts and the
usual vacu-formed canopy. There arealot
of small parts and everything is packaged
in several individually sealed plastic
bagged pockets. The one-part wing, two
fuselage halves and three (yep, three)
different propsareinindividual bags, and

therest of the smaller stuff isdivided
between another three smaller bags.
Commendabl e packaging because the
small resin stuff isdelicate. With the small
stuff kept away from the larger heavier
parts the chance of broken partsis
significantly reduced. (Note: A build-up of
thiskit appeared in Internet Modeler back
in October 1998. Thisissueisavailableon
CD-ROM.)

Martin

ey, =z ami%EMauler

i

The Sigakitisinareal top and bottom
conventional cardboard box. (Can we hope
they arefinally going to put kitsin real
boxes?) The parts are white plastic on four
trees. My first impression is the noticeably
fewer partsin the Sigakit. Perhapsitisjust
because the Sigakit is spread over the
different trees, whilethe Czech Master is
al bunched up in thelittle plastic bags.

Wings: Even just aquick glance provides
some major differences. Of coursethebig
oneisthat the Czech Master (CM) isa
rather hefty one piece affair, whilethe Siga
(S) isleft and right upper parts, and alower
center section with separate outboard
sections. Perhaps an advantage here for
the Sigakit isthat thelower wing jointsare
at thewingfold lines. Thereisno provi-
sion for folding the wingsin either kit, but
the Sigawould just require cutting the top
wing at thefold linewhilethe solid CM
would be major resin surgery. Overall, the
CM wing is much better than the Swing.
Thetrailing edges are more nearly scale
thickness and the panel lines cleaner, finer,
and more convincing.

Another mgjor plusfor meisthat CM at
|east attempted to show the very complex
and unique dive brakes on the wing flaps.

The Mauler was designed as adive-
bomber, and like the Dauntless and
Helldiversthat went before, it had dive
brakes on the trailing edge of the wings.
While the Dauntless and Helldiver used
combined split flaps and dive brakes, the
Mauler was much more complex. It had
very conventional landing flaps, but the
dive brakes were embedded in the flaps
top and bottom. They resembled avery
coarse-toothed comb with the
backbone of the comb forward.
Thiswas embedded in the aft
two-thirds of each flap section
on both the top and bottom.
Thus the Mauler could deploy
very conventional landing flaps,
or during dives the flaps stayed
up but the comb-like teeth were
deployed to act as dive brakes.
A very complex arrangement to
say the least, but also one of the
major attractions when consider-
ing modeling the Mauler. The CM kit
clearly hasthe edge here. Sigadid not
even try to scribein the comb-like lines on
their wing.

Another noticeable differenceisthe
pylons and external ordinance. The Mauler
could carry ahuge amount of under wing
stuff. Most of the AM-1 photos we see
show it with wall-to-wall bombs, rockets,
and torpedoes. The CM kit provides the
pylons, and arather impressive variety of
torpedoes (three), Tiny Tim rockets (two),
and three bombs. Sigakind of cheats abit
here. The box art shows at least pylons
and an under wing radar pod, but they
have nothing in thekit itself. Rumor hasit
they will release arather extensive weap-
ons set in the future, but I'll bet it does not
include the Mauler pylons, and this kit
does not have them either. [Note: Actually,
according to Chris Banyai-Riepl, the set
does have the Mauler pylons. — ED]

Fuselage: Herethedifferencesarefar less
noticeable. As one might expect both have
conventional left and right halves, and
both have the vertical fin integral with the
fuselage. The S kit has most of the vertical
aspart of theleft half, whilethe CM is split
down the middle with half on each
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fuselage part. Scribing isagain finer on the
CM kit, and thereismore of it, but the
differenceis not as noticeable.

Asan aside here, the Mauler really made
its name as an electronic reconnai ssance
bird. The only noticeable differenceisthe
door in the fuselage below and behind the
cockpit. Neither kit hasany provisionin
either markingsor plastic (resin?) for this
version. Again Sigais rumored to be
releasing thisversion later.

The Skit has the engine cowling as part of
the fuselage halves, with only the very
short curved front as a separate part. It
does have separate and rather thick
cooling flaps. The CM kit hasamore
complex four-part resin engine cowling
assembly. Both would appear to depict
that part of the Mauler quite well. Both
have the fan in the front of the engine
opening. The Mauler used the huge four-
row P& W 4360 engine and cooling was, in
part, handled by thisfan in the front.
Perhaps the CM kit does this area a bit
more delicately that the Skit.

That monster corncob engine needed a
hefty prop, and this is one area that both
kitsdid well. The CM kit has no lessthan
three. They arein awafer of resin and will
need some careful trimming but look good.
Resin propsare usually extremely delicate,
and | suspect many modelswill be finished
with a different prop than they started
with. S provides two props, and they
approach it with one common spinner and
two different sets of blades.

Cockpit: Neither kit spendsalot of time
here. Both are adequate for the scale and
viewablearea. Simple seats, stick, and
instrument panels and side consoles are
provided by both. As an aside | suspect
the CM seat has too tall a backrest section,
thus appearing to be tall and skinny. If
detailed cockpits are your thing, both will
be disappointing. Siga does provide a
rather nice set of instrument and side
console decals.

Clear parts: Both canopiesarerather
disappointing. The Soneisinjection

molded, and the CM vacu-formed. The S
oneisasimple, thick bubble canopy with
no framesindicated, whilethe CM vacu-
formed oneisbetter, at least the frames are
indicated, Both will require someeffort to
look better.

Decals: Thishirdisabhit likeHenry Ford's
early Model T car. You can paint it any
color you want aslong asitisBlue. The
two prototypes did fly in natural metal
finish, but had very littlein the way of
markings. Both kitsprovide NATC
markings and the S kit also gives you both
blue circled and just red and white national
insignia. Most of the pictures of the all
blue Maulers clearly show the bluecircle
behind the national insigniaso thisisa
nice touch and shows they were paying
attention to the details. CM also provides
the“R" for the vertical tail and wings of
VA-17A based at Quonset Point, RI. Both
sets of decals are adequate, with perhaps a
slight edge to the more extensive effort by
Siga

The Mauler isarather obscurebird. Itis
hard to imagine many modelersbuilding
even one, let aone more. So which of
thesetwo would | recommend? | would
recommend either oneand hereiswhy: If
you want aquick, rather simple build to
quickly add an AM-1 to your post-war
Navy collection, then by all means do the
Sigakit. Right out of the box it will provide
apretty decent example of the Mauler, and
with abit of extraeffort on the thicker
trailing edges and the dive flapsit should
look very nice. On the other hand it you
are aMauler nut and want a super detailed
and major effort bird, then the Czech
Master kit may be the better way to go.
Thefiner pand lines, trailing edges and
extensive amount of detail parts might be
right down your alley.

| used the following referencesto compile
thisreview:

Naval FightersNo. 24 Martin AM-1/1-Q
Mauler by Bob Kowalski. Steve Guinter
Publications| SBN 0-942612-24-8. If you
want to build an accurate Mauler, thisisa
“must have’.

Martin Aircraft 1909-1960 by John R.
Breihan/Stan Piet/Roger S. Mason.
Published by Narkiewicz//Thompson.
ISBN 0-913322-03-2

Personal photos of the AM-1 on display at
theTillamook, OR air museum.

[Thanks to Chris Banyai-Riepl at
www.inter netmodeler.com for permission
touse Normand Jim's articlesin thisissue
-ED]

Here arethree new kitsin two different
scales. The Zero and Wildcat are bothin
1/144th scalefrom Sweet, acompany I'm
not familiar with. TheFM-2isduein
September, withthe A6M 2 following.

ThelK-3isal/32nd scaleresin kit from
Aeropoxy. More info on this one can be
found at http://aer opoxy.freeser ver s.com/




IPMS Seattle Chapter Newsdl etter

Page 14

AeroMaster 1/72" Scale
Fairey Firefly Pt.1 Decal

by Robert Allen

One of the highlights of my first trip to
England in 18 years, right up therewith
visiting Jane Austen’s grave in Winchester
Cathedral, was afull day’svisit to the Fleet
Air Arm Museum at Yeovilton. If you ever
get the chance to see the FAA Museum,
by all means go —it’sone of theworld's
great aviation museums. And where else
can you see a Flycatcher, Fulmar, Wyvern,
or Albacore?

Another unique opportunity is the chance
to seeearly and late Fairey Firefliessitting
side-by-side. Seen close up, and with
wings folded, the difference between the
boxy chin radiator of the Mk.1 and the
much sleeker profile of the Mk.4 and later
seriesbecomesclear. Thelater Fireflies
were quite attractive aircraft, evenif the
role for which they were designed, that of
amulti-seat fleet fighter, was obsol escent

by the time they entered
service. Unfortunately, the
mainstream producers of
injected-molded kits seemto
disagree —the late-model
Firefly isrepresented by only
onekit, the 1/72™ scale Airfix
Firefly MK.V that first appeared
in1965. Thisisatypical Airfix
offering of the period, marred
by those legendary rivets and
gimmicks, inthiscaserather
unconvincing folding wings
and moveable ailerons. On the
plusside, it'sreally not that horrible akit,
and it's recently been reissued, so it's easy
to find. It's more accurate than the Battle
or Defiant, and it’sthe only gamein town.

When | heard that AeroMaster was
producing adecal sheet for thiskit, | was
rather incredulous. After al, it'snotin
1/48" scale, and it’ s neither aL uftwaffe
aircraft nor amodern USjet. Still, miracles
do happen, and this sheet is proof.

Seven aircraft from three countriesare
included. Broken down by country, four
British, two Australian, and one Canadian
aircraft are given; by sub-type, there'san
FR.5,AS6,TT.4,TT.6,U.9, andtwo AS.5.
AstheFirefly Mk.4/5/6/9 airframeswere
externally similar, that’snot asmuch of a
problem asit might at first seem. What isa
problem isthat the differences between the
subtypes are not spelled out in the decal
instructions, though they are sometimes
illustrated. The Airfix kit supplies partsfor
only the FR.5. The two target tugs require
awinch to be added, and
the U.9 drone needs the
wingtip nacellesthat carried
recording equipment. Both
of these would require some
skill to correctly reproduce.
The AS.6 carried no
armament, so thewing
cannons must be deleted
fromthat aircraft, although
the decal instructions show
them fitted. Thefuselage
numbers given for the AS.6
also seem to be oversized.

The decals appear to be up to
AeroMaster’s usual fine production
standards, though I’m a bit leery of the
roundels, which seem to be abit dull,
rather than the brighter post-war colors. A
full set of Korean War recognition stripes
isincluded for the one selection that needs
them, and all the underwing serialsare
provided. Somewill require careful cutting,
as they bleed onto the undercarriage
doors. (See photo above).

Four of theaircraft arein ExtraDark Sea
Grey and Sky (or Sky Grey in the case of
the RCN aircraft). Threeaircraft depart
fromtheusua Firefly camouflage. Thetwo
target tugs have aluminum upper surfaces,
and yellow and black undersurfaces. Even
more striking isthe RAF U.9 drone, in Post
Office Red and Deep Cream.

That this sheet exists at al iswonderful.
Thatitislabeled “Firefly Pt 1" seemstoo
good to be true. What's Pt 2 going to be —
Ethiopian, Thai, and Danish Mk.1s? One
can only hope...
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An Unsolicited Testimonial
frompage 9

told him | was moving there and asked
about the local chapter and local hobby
shops. What | got in return was info on
housing, local schools, maps, and better
help and assistance than | got from my
assigned Army sponsor. | also got another
group of great friends. When | went to
Chicago, | contacted a guy named Jack
Bruno, the Region V coordinator. Not only
did he help me out with information on the
RCHTA show, he met methere, introduced
me to some more great guys, and became a
good friend in the process. How many of
you have ever been invited to an IPMS
buddy’s son’s christening and then
followed it up with animpromptu swap
meet in the church parking lot? Believe me
when | tell you that I’ ve never seen this
outside of IPMS. A fact for which my wife
iseternally grateful, by the way.

Severa yearslater Jack talked meinto
working on the Chicago Nationals, an
experience and an honor that | will never
forget. Truly agreat bunch of gentlemen.
Thefolks at the Columbus chapter really
made usfeel welcomedown therein‘97.

Several of them have visited usherein
beautiful downtown Port Byron. |'ve
attended shows and regionals al over the
place and never failed to have agreat time
and made lots of new friends. It'salso
been a chance to renew old acquaintances
aswell. IPMS have also opened up
opportunities to meet members of the
international |PM S community. | was
introduced to agentleman in IPMS/UK by
afellow IPMSmember, whichinturnledto
meeting other membersof IPMS/UK. Last
summer two of my IPMSUK friendscame
over for the nationals and stayed for a
week at our house after the show. | know
that if | have amodeling question, no
matter how esoteric and off thewall, | can
makeacall or send an e-mail and get an
answer. My first published article and
book were adirect result of encourage-
ment, assistance and introductions by
fellow |PM Smembers. So blamethem for
that. IPM S have provided aframework of
shared interests that has led to many
friendships and some great times, all over
the world. Whenever someone asks me
what | get for my membership, how do you
quantify things like the “revenge of the
Royal Canadian Beer Blast,” watching
Travis Russ and Jack Bruno “in action” at
the 97 nationals, or having my first review

published in the Journal? I’ ve learned to
organize shows, athough some of you
who have attended may take exception to
my use of theword “organize.” I've
learned skillsfrom some of the top names
in the hobby, al given freely and enthusi-
astically. | have agroup of friendsand
some great memoriesthat will bewith me
for along timeto come. Is21 bucksayear
worthit?You'redarnrightitis.

KiwiArmour3
frompage 13

approximately 90 black and white photos
throughout the book, covering al the
vehicles used by the Regiment.

Allinall, another terrific addition to the
history of New Zealand forcesin WW2,
and at NZ$35, asteal. Thisamount
includesairmail postage from NZ to the
USA, and isabout US$16. Anyone
wishing a copy should contact me, and |
can arrange for payment to be made to the
authorsin NZ funds.

Upcoming Model Shows and Contests

Saturday, June8

6" Annual OSSM M odel Contest and Swap M eet. SAM-6PM. Entry fees: $5 for up to 3 models, $1 each additional; Adult spectators $4;
Seniorsand Youth spectators $3. Primarily Autos, but afew categoriesfor airplanes, armor, ships, etc. Clackamas Meeting and Banquet
Facilities, 15815 SE 82™ Dr., Portland, OR. (Inside Denny’s). For moreinfo call Floyd Blakley at 503-666-7563.

Saturday, June15

Spring 2002 I nvitational M odel Show and Contest. Hosted by IPMSLt. Alexander Pearson M odel ersin conjunction with Masterpiece
Models Swap Meet. 9AM-5PM. Clark County Fairgrounds, 17402 NE Delfel Road, Ridgefield, WA. For information, send SA SE to 2804
NE Hancock, Portland, OR, 97212, or call 503-282-9371 or e-mail budds@easystr eet.com.

Saturday, September 14

ReCon 7. Hosted by IPM S Oregon Historical Model ers Society and IPM S Salem. Capt. Michael King Smith Evergreen Aviation
Educational Institute, 3850 Three Mile Lane, McMinnville, Oregon.

Saturday, October 12

8th Annual M odel Show and Contest. Hosted by |PM S/Palouse AreaModelers. 9AM-4PM. Door prizesand raffle. Fees: Adults$2 for
first two models, $5 for three or more; Juniors (16 and under) $1 for unlimted entries; Spectators $1. Contest judging will follow the open
systemwith gold, silver, and bronze ribbons. Moose L odge, 210 N. Main, Moscow, | D. For more information contact Wally Bigelow at
509-334-4344 or by e-mail at uwhuskys@hotmail.com




IPMS Seattle Chapter Newsdl etter

Page 16

Golden Age Stars of IPMS
#19

England’'s Elsa L anchester had along and
distinguished career, appearing infilms
from 1924 to 1980, and was twice nomi-
nated for an Oscar, though she never won.
She appeared in films asvaried as Mary
Poppins and Witness for the Prosecution.
Elsaled aninteresting life— her father

committed
her mother
to an
insane
asylumfor
refusing to
marry him,
she studied
dancewith
Isadora
Duncan,
and her 33-
year
marriageto
Charles
Laughton
was one of
Hollywood's
longest
lasting. Yet she's best remembered for a
role that took up just afew minutes of
screentime.

Lanchester’s portrayal of thetitle character
in 1935's The Bride of Frankenstein
remainsone of themost indelibleimagesin
movie history. Those herky-jerky move-
ments, that incredible hair-do, and her
reaction upon meeting her proposed mate
are unlikely to be forgotten by anyone
who has seen the film. Lanchester helpsto
make this sequel superior to the original

Frankenstein; it's by far my favorite horror
movie.

Fortunately, you can build Elsa’s defining
moment. Auroraissued amodel of
Frankenstein’s Bridein the 1960s, which
after thefirm’'s demise became one of the
most sought after of their kits. In 1997,
Polar Lightsreissued thekit, frustrating
the collector’s market, but pleasing those
who actually wanted to build the kit rather
than hoard it. Aswith dinosaur models, no
one can say you're wrong no matter how
you paint this model. Since the movie was
filmedin black and white, it'sall conjecture

anyway...

Meeting Reminder

Saturday, June 8

10AM - Noon

North Bellevue Community/Senior Center
4063-148th Ave NE, Bellevue

Directions: From Seattle or from [-405, take 520 East to

—] the 148th Ave NE exit. Takethe 148th Ave North exit

inthe median.

Map not ic ecsls

(the second of the two 148th Ave. exits) and continue

north on 148th until you reach the Senior Center. The

| Senior Center will beon your left. The Center itself is
not easily visible from the road, but there is a signpost



