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Meeting Reminder September 21
10 AM - 1 PM
Crafts Room

North Bellevue Community/Senior Center
4063-148th Ave NE, Bellevue

Directions: From Seattle or from I-405, take 520 East to
the 148th Ave NE exit. Take the 148th Ave North exit
(the second of the two 148th Ave. exits) and continue
north on 148th until you reach the Senior Center. The
Senior Center will be on your left. The Center itself is
not easily visible from the road, but there is a signpost
in the median.

color very much like RAF Sky Blue. It
should be noted that DuPont also referred
to 71-021 as Duck Egg Blue. Some color
photos suggest that a light blue used by
Curtiss also looked much like RAF Sky
Blue, and that Curtiss’ light gray looked
very much like RAF Sky Grey (or the very
similar US Aircraft Gray). Considering the
nature of such “sky” camouflage colors
and the inherent limitations of photo
interpretation, these colors perhaps merely
represent extreme manufacturing variances
of one specification. But it seems more
likely that this was an attempt to respond
to confusing directives. (If you can find
them, read wartime British camouflage
directives, and just try to figure out the
bottom colors!) Or perhaps the gray paint
was simply an expedient substitution for
the blue due to shortages or a perceived
need to somehow find a middle ground
between US Army and RAF requirements.
Or all of these!

My tentative conclusions about the colors
therefore are as follows. All color refer-
ences are to the paint chips in the Archer,
Elliott, and Tanner books (listed in next
month’s bibliography). My experience is
that the common FS 595 equivalents given
for these colors have tended to add as
much confusion to this subject as any-
thing else, so I will avoid them here.

(1) The “light earth brown” color referred
to here is DuPont 71-009 Brown. This
color was very much like RAF Light
Earth, and a bit darker than the later
ANA 616 Sand. Humbrol 118 is a good
match.

(2) The observed “dark earth brown”
color is DuPont 71-065 Brown. It was
similar to RAF Dark Earth, but without
the slight green tinge, and very close
to the later color ANA 617 Dark Earth.
It may have varied a bit, particularly at
first, with some batches darker and
redder, akin to prewar US Rust Brown
34. Humbrol 29 is a good match.

(3) The “dark green” color is DuPont 71-
013 Green. Throughout Tomahawk
and Kittyhawk production this seems
to have fluctuated in a range from
something like US Dull Dark Green 30
to US Medium Green 42, ending up
close to what was later called ANA
612 Medium Green. (Note that
Medium Greens 42 and 612 were NOT
identical.) Humbrol 149 is a good
match of the final variant.

(4) Curtiss’ “light blue” was DuPont 71-
021 Duck Egg Blue, a color very
similar to RAF Sky Blue. (Note that I
do not think the Tanner chip of this
color is very representative - the one
in the old Harleyford book is better!) It
likely varied to something more like a

pastel blue similar to prewar US Light
Blue 27. Humbrol 122 is a reasonable
match of the RAF color; Pollyscale
#500085 is a reasonable match of the
more pastel variety.

(5) Curtiss’ “light gray” was initially
similar to RAF Sky Grey/US Aircraft
Gray, but by later P-40 E-1 production
may have been supplanted by a
slightly darker version akin to ANA
602 Light Gray. Testor’s #1731 is a
good match of Aircraft Gray;
Humbrol’s old HU 6 was a good match
of ANA 602.

(6) Matches to RAF Middlestone, Azure
Blue, actual Sky “Type S,” and US
Sand 49 (or ANA 616 Sand, which was
NOT the same), were not used by
Curtiss on Kittyhawks.

Few hobby paints are truly good matches
of Dark Olive Drab 41, although Humbrol
108, with a bit of dark green added, is very
good. Neutral Gray 43 was just a mix of
black and white, and not the blue-gray of
so many modeling paints. The matter of
Commonwealth and depot repaint colors is
a subject that could fill a book, but a few
relevant notes are included in the profile
captions for the line drawings (see next
month). Readers with more information are
encouraged to contact the author at
terrillc@earthlink.net.


