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Clockwise from top left: A very well done Confederate
artillery officer; 1/4th scale scratch built Mercury capsule. It
was outstanding; The armor diorama was one of very many
well done dioramas. Some of the best I've seen in years; Bill

Bosworth brought a dozen or so of his outstanding
scratchbuilt models for display, including this B-9 and B-10;

Scratch-built Mr Mulligan. An incredible model
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Clockwise from top left: USS New Jersey. I
believe this took best ship. 1/400th hand laid

deck planks; These are two of many, many splits
in 1/48th scale aircraft. These are P-40's and US
Navy WW II. There were also splits for Bf 109s,

Fw 190s, Japanese aircraft, Skyraiders, and too
many more to remember; Eastern Arlines DC-3;
Combination of Pocher 1/8th scale Fiat F-2 kit
and much scratchbuilding; What most everyone
on earth thought should have happened to Jar

Jar Binks. It drew a lot of interest.
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Painting Aircraft Interiors

by Stephen Tontoni

There are numerous ways to paint the
interior of your model aircraft and come
out with very nice results, although some
are more challenging than others. I can
think of no more challenging a method
than our esteemed President-for-Life Terry
Moore’s; he glues everything together,
then paints with a very fine brush from the
outside. Personally I think he cheats and
uses Keebler elves (that are known to live
in the wilds of Snohomish County) to get
in there with their tiny hands and tiny
paint brushes to get the stuff looking
good.

Most of you probably use something of
the Ted Holowchuk technique of layering
colors to create depth. His method is
pretty simple:

1) Prime the interior, leaving off any little
bits that can be separated until the very
end
2) Paint the interior color
3) Use dark washes to get
into the nooks and crannies
4) Dry brush the bulkheads
etc to create the illusion of
more depth
5) Detail paint
6) Flat coat

This system is very consis-
tent except for the part where
you do the washes to get the
cracks, crevices etc. If you
use dirty thinner, you can
attack your paint or get it in
places you don’t want it.
Artists’ oils for that purpose
has its own set of drawbacks,
not the least of which is
drying time. It can be pretty
time consuming too!

So here’s the method that
Chris Bucholtz (a California
boy, but let’s not hold that

against him) uses and to which I have
converted:

1) Paint the interior black. I chose to use
Floquil Grimey Black, but whatever black
you have is really fine for this purpose. It’s
to create your shadows. Also note in the
photo, I prefer to glue in the resin cockpit
sidewalls first rather than build a cockpit
tub. That way you don’t have to worry
about fiddling the fit at all. It’s still wise to
dry fit many times before even thinking
about breaking out the glue. Anyway, you
can see a picture (ho-hum) of this Macchi
interior all black at that stage.

2) Airbrush the interior color at an angle! I
shoot down probably at a 30 to 45 degree
angle to the surface of the interior. Here’s
the deal; in step one, you created the dark
for the shadows. In step two, you are
creating the light (feel the power?) by
airbrushing the interior color in at the
angle that light may enter the cockpit.
Think through the physics of the project
you’re working on so you don’t get the

shadows on the wrong side! In the next
photo you can see that there is dark color
under any protruding surface detail. This
method take minutes to do, and tends to
be more consistent than the application of
washes.

As for the rest of interior painting, it’s all
like Holowchuk’s technique. Detail
painting and dry brushing follows. A flat
coat over all that will make it look very
uniform and less toy-like. Scuffing up the
interior by using a silver quilting after
using the flat coat will add more realism as
well as another dimension of depth. Have
fun experimenting with the various
techniques out there.
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Hurricane Bookshelf: It’s
All Here

by Scott Kruize

I was sulking.

I was sulking because I was trying to work
on a model of the Hawker Typhoon, the
Hurricane’s stablemate and successor, and
was at the point of painting and installing
rockets on their rails underneath the
wings. The weapons are characteristic of
the machine’s function and fame during
the Second World War, and had to be done
right. I had a case of dozens of bottles of
paint, but no idea which to pick from, and
not a clue how to proceed.

I was sulking because in my old
Calvinesque modeling days, I never had
this problem. Rocket missiles had red tips
and fins; everybody knew that. Bodies
were white, black, or silver, and since most
model kits came molded in such colors
anyway, finishing the rockets was a snap.

But now I was working on a project where
our club members would see it; members
who publicly worry and debate about the
exact shade of preservative paint on the
insides of Japanese Army fighter airframes,
which - of course - was entirely different
from the preservative paint used on the
insides of Japanese Navy fighters.

Our Prez-For-Life, and some of you others,
have admitted this phenomenon: hitting a
snag during the course of a build and
being utterly unable to proceed.

I long ago ruled out snapping at my wife
while sulking, so my therapy is to wander
over and peruse my bookshelf. This time I
encountered a thick volume I scarcely
remember buying, except it was on special.
At bookstores large or small, almost
anything of military, historical, or aviation
value gets snapped up if it’s on the sale
racks. The lettering set off the light bulb
over my head: The Encyclopedia of

Weapons of World War II. Not the “Ency-
clopedia of Vehicles…” but of weapons.
Aha!

I pulled it out, flopped down on the couch,
and started in on its 544 pages. It’s
copyrighted 1998 by Orbus Publishing,
Ltd., and Aerospace Publishing, with
“material previously published in 1984 as
part of the reference set War Machine”.
Chris Bishop is general editor; the pub-
lisher is Barnes and Noble Books of New
York, and this edition was printed in
Singapore.

Page 414 started the chapter entitled “Air
to Ground Weapons.” Page 421 was
devoted to the British 60 lb. rocket —
illustrated in color! The rocket’s main tube
and simple sheet metal fins were dark
metallic gray, nonspecular, perhaps just
dark gray primer. The heads on the rockets
could be interchanged, and the one I was
interested in - the High Explosive head -
was painted olive drab with identification
stripes: red just aft of the point, and on the
main part of the warhead, a light green
stripe labeled “TNT”.

Well, I skipped the lettering, but found the
overall effect acceptably realistic.

I’ve referred to this chapter twice more,
first in fitting the large bomb in the cradle
under a Douglas SBD Dauntless, and my
current project: a Heinkel He 111 H-4
bomber. The Encyclopedia explains
German bomb marking colors, painted
between quadrants of the tail cone: high
explosive in yellow, semi-armor piercing in
red, full armor-piercing in blue.

I also go back and look through the book
after hearing fellow club members Show-
and-Tell a model of something I don’t
know anything about, like warships or
AFVs. All the major weapons of the war
are in here, from the smallest hand-thrown
grenade up to the battleship Yamato.

And just so we’re clear that the book is
not misplaced on my shelf, there are four
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references to a most significant weapon of
the war: a general purpose fighter on page
282, a ground-attack machine on 342, a
night fighter on 353, and a shipboard
interceptor on page 400. Oh, wait: five!
Page 459 has a description and history of
the United Kingdom’s CAM ships
(Catapult Armed Merchantmen) with a
photograph and detailed drawing of its
fighter rocketing off the catapult to repel
Axis torpedo bombers. Yes: Hawker
Hurricanes, all. How’d you guess?

Trumpeter 1/700th Scale
USS Blue Ridge LCC-19

(2004)

by Chris Banyai-Riepl

The USS Blue Ridge definitely qualifies as
a unique vessel on the seas, as it looks like
little else on the ocean. Designed as a
command and control vessel and commis-
sioned in November of 1970, the Blue
Ridge served in Vietnam, Desert Shield and
Desert Storm, and continues to perform its
mission to this day. The ship has its own
website at http://www.blue-ridge.navy.mil/,
so for those interested in more information
about this vessel, I recommend visiting
that site.

This kit is up to the usual high quality that
we have been seeing from Trumpeter
lately, which means some fine detail in light
gray plastic, with both a full hull and a
waterline hull. The breakdown of the parts
indicate that perhaps an earlier fitting will
show up, as there are quite a few parts
marked as not for use in this release. Being
completely unfamiliar with the differences
this ship has had over the years, I can only
guess. A small decal sheet provides
markings for the deck, as well as hull
numbers and flags.

Looking at the instructions, the construc-
tion of this ship will be fairly simple. The
hull is molded as one piece above the
waterline, with separate side sponsons.
The upper deck comes in three pieces, and
the different upper deck colors will likely
dictate prepainting these pieces before
adding all the various details. These
details are nicely done, although some
modelers might wish to replace some of the
antenna structures or ladders with
photoetch. The bridge itself is a complex
assembly, with separate sides for the
various levels.

The main antenna column in the rear has a
central core with four separate sides
incorporating all the detail. Fitting on top
of this is another multi-part assembly that
has the various antenna sections. This,
along with the bridge, fit onto the deck,
and with the addition of the lower hull
(choose the waterline or the full hull
version), and the rudder/screw, this ship is
finished.

The painting instructions are a nice color
insert that show exactly what colors go
where. Interestingly, the painting diagram
differs from the boxtop illustration, which
shows the helipad painted in a tan, rather
than overall dark gray like the rest of the
deck. Perhaps this is merely a timeline
issue, and some additional research will
likely clear this up. The decals are nicely
printed, with no registration problems. The
large helipad decal might be a bit challeng-
ing to apply, as there is just a thin outline
of clear film around the lines, but by
sliding that one off the paper slowly, there
should be no problem.

I’m not sure why Trumpeter chose this
subject for their next ship model, but I am
sure that many modelers will be interested
in adding this vessel to their shelves. Its
intriguing shape and fascinating mission
will definitely make for a great conversa-
tion piece. My thanks to Stevens Interna-
tional for the review sample.

[Thanks to Chris and
www.internetmodeler.com for permission
to use his, Andrew Bertschi, and Jim
Schubert’s articles in this issue. - ED]
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Thoroughbred

RS Models 1/48th Scale
Lippisch DFS 39

by Andrew Bertschi

Alexander Lippisch’s Delta IV was a
continuation of his work on delta wing
designs pioneered in his Delta I, Delta II,
and Delta III aircraft. The project began
with an order from Gerhard Fieseler for a
design that his company could build for
him to fly in the 1932 Europarundflug air
rally. The result was a highly unorthodox
design, sporting large delta wings,
canards, and an engine and propeller
mounted in both the nose and tail of the
plane. Fieseler built this design as the F-3
Vespe (“Wasp”), but it proved highly
unstable, causing Fieseler to crash it while
on his first flight. Further refinements were
unable to correct these deficiencies, and
after one final crash, Fieseler abandoned
the aircraft.

Lippisch continued to believe that the
problems were surmountable, and found
an ally in Professor Walter Georgii of the
DFS (Deutsche Forschungsanstalt für
Segelflug - German Research Institute for
Sailplane Flight). Georgii secured funding
from the RLM (Reichsluftfahrtministerium
- Reich Air Ministry) to purchase the
aircraft from Fieseler and perfect it.

At the DFS, Lippisch rebuilt the aircraft,
removing the canards and the rear engine
and renaming it the Delta IVa. Although
this flew much better than its predecessor,
it was still involved in a very serious crash
which led to an investigation of Lippisch’s
endeavors. The RLM and the DVL
(Deutschen Versuchsanstalt für Luftfahrt -
German Aviation Research Institute)
eventually concluded that the Delta series
was not only dangerous, but an aeronauti-
cal dead end. Only Georgii’s continued
support prevented them from ordering the
discontinuation of the research.
The aircraft was rebuilt again, this time
incorporating new aerodynamic refine-
ments based on Lippisch’s experiences
with his recent Storch X glider. The new
incarnation, dubbed Delta IVb, proved to
be a step in the right direction.

Success finally came with a last round of
changes. The aircraft was rebuilt yet again,
making the sweep of its wings less severe,
and adding small, downturned fins at their
tips. And the fuselage was lengthened
somewhat, and a small rudder was added
to it. Now called the Delta IVc, the result
was finally what Lippisch had been
looking for. In 1936, the aircraft was taken
to the Luftwaffe flight-testing centre at
Rechlin where test pilot Heini Dittmar put it
through its paces, gaining an airworthi-
ness certificate for the type and an official
RLM designation - DFS 39.

It was powered by a 75 hp English Pobjoy
R seven-cylinder air-cooled radial engine
and proved to be an extremely stable and
well-behaved design that now attracted
the interest of the RLM as a starting point
for “Project X” - the programme to develop
a rocket-powered fighter aircraft. This
would eventually lead to the development
of the Messerschmitt Me 163.

If you are looking for an unusual aircraft,
RS Model’s 1/48th scale DFS 39 kit defi-
nitely fits the bill. With its streamlined
‘moon crescent’ wing offset by a
Townsend ring-cowled radial engine out
front, there certainly are a few contrasting
design elements.

The kit is cleanly molded in tan colored
resin, with a single vacuformed canopy,
and small fret of photo etch parts, plus a
relatively large decal sheet that looks well
printed. All the resin parts have recessed
panel lines and are nicely done though
both wheel pants and landing gear legs on
my review example had pinholes in several
areas. The Pobjoy radial engine has good

detail and will paint up nicely. A general
downside is the way many of the smaller
parts are attached very closely to their
casting blocks which will make removal
without damage or loss of detail tricky.
This is most obvious with the engine
exhaust ring, tail skid, control column, and
propeller. The photo etch fret is well done
and provides seat belts as well as some
small interior details.

Cockpit detail is simple, but completely
acceptable. As this was a pure research
aircraft it was more than likely that way to
begin with and since the front cockpit
opening is small, not much will be visible
when finished. At the same time though,
the rear cockpit area is completely open
and might build up looking a bit on the
bare side.

The wings are a butt joint to the fuselage,
as are the fixed leading edge slats, wingtip
fins and landing gear and the modeler
should probably pin all of them for

strength. The
instructions are
quite simplified and
do not include any
scale drawings or at
least a head-on
view of the aircraft
to help with wing
and landing gear
alignment. Since my
own exposure and
knowledge of the
DFS 39 is quite

limited, I cannot comment on accuracy any
more than to say that the span and length
dimensions agree with published informa-
tion.

Despite a few shortcomings, overall this is
a very good effort from RS Models on a
significant though relatively obscure
aircraft. Recommended, especially for
anyone interested in experimental or
research types. Its interesting shape would
definitely make for a change of pace from
more traditional looking aircraft.

My thanks to RS Models for the review kit.
Lippisch Delta IV developmental overview
from Wikipedia.org.
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Upcoming Model Shows

Saturday, September 17
2005 Model Show and Contest. Presented by IPMS Portland Oregon and the Evergreen Aviation Museum. Evergreen Aviation Mu-
seum, McMinnville, Oregon. 9 am - 4 pm. Costs: Museum Entry: $11 adults, $10 seniors, $7 Children, Museum Members free. Contest
Entry: Adult: $5 for 1 to 4 models/entries, $1 each additional entry ; Juniors 11-17: $1 per model entry; Juniors 10 and Under: Free;
Display Entries: Free. Special Awards List: Michael King Smith Memorial Award: Best of Show sponsored by OHMS; The Evergreen
Award: Best Rotary Wing Craft; Johnnie E. Johnson Memorial Award: Best Royal Air Force Subject, sponsored by Tony Roberts; Best
of Show: Peoples’ Choice sponsored by OHMS; Best Vietnam War-Allied Subject sponsored by Mike Howard; Best Israeli Subject
sponsored by Larry Randel; Best Anti-Aircraft Weapon Subject sponsored by Adam Cox. For more information, contact Brian Yee at
503-309-6137 or e-mail at BYee1959@msn.com

Saturday, October 1
Show Off the Good Stuff Contest, sponsored by IPMS Palouse Area Modelers. Moose Lodge 501, Moscow, Idaho. For more info, e-mail
uwhuskys@hotmail.com

Saturday, October 8
IPMS Vancouver 35th Annual Fall Model Show and Swap Meet. Bonsor Recreation Complex, 6550 Bonsor, Burnaby, BC, Canada. 9:00
am - 4:30 pm. For more info: Warwick Wright, phone : 604-274-5513, e-mail: jawright@telus.net
Web site: http://members.tripod.com/~ipms

Czech Master Resin 1/72nd

Scale Supermarine Spitfire
Mk.XII

by Jim Schubert

 In early 1941 the Air Ministry ordered two
Spitfires be fitted with the new Rolls-
Royce Griffon engine; the Griffon at this
point had a single-stage, mechanically
driven supercharger. The planes so
modified were designated Mk. IV. The first
of these, DP845, made its maiden flight on
November 27, 1941; the second, DP851,
first flew on August 8, 1942. About the
time of DP 845’s advent the Spitfire
designation system was changed and the
Mk.IV became the Mk.XX! Shortly
thereafter – bureaucracy thrives on
complexity and confusion – the Mk.XX
became the Mk.XII, and stayed that way.

Only a hundred or so Mk.XIIs were built.
They were essentially Mk.Vcs with a
redesigned nose and strengthened engine
mounts. Early production models had fixed

tail wheels,
later produc-
tion had
retractable
tail wheels.
All the XIIs
had the
“clipped” Vc
wing with the
usual large
engine
coolant
radiator and
small oil
cooler
underwing, and were fitted with one 20mm
and two 7.7mm guns in each wing. An
oddity is that the XIIs had no wingtip
running lights. The XIIs were fast and
worked best at low altitude. Only two
squadrons, Nos. 41 and 91 used them
starting in April and May, respectively, of
1943. Both squadrons later converted to
Mk. XIVs

CMR’s familiar resealable plastic bag
contains: 46 parts cleanly cast in cream
colored resin; four undercarriage parts cast

in an extra strength white resin; two vac
formed canopies; three A-4 size sheets of
instructions; a decal sheet, and
a computer-generated color profile of one
of the four decal options.

The kit provides for both the fixed and
retractable tailwheel options and optional
five-spoke or smooth hub main wheels.
You also have the option of having the
pilot’s flap-door open or closed.  Apart

Continued on page 16
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Meeting Reminder August 13
10 AM - 1 PM

North Bellevue Community/Senior Center
4063-148th Ave NE, Bellevue

Directions: From Seattle or from I-405, take 520 East to
the 148th Ave NE exit. Take the 148th Ave North exit
(the second of the two 148th Ave. exits) and continue
north on 148th until you reach the Senior Center. The
Senior Center will be on your left. The Center itself is
not easily visible from the road, but there is a signpost
in the median.

PrezNotes
     from page 1

schemes since she rolled off the Seattle
production line, of which I can document
at least nine so far. I am planning to do the
collection in 1/72nd scale, using the
Hasegawa or Minicraft B-17F kit. Strictly
OOB, no aftermarket, and finished to each
individual’s capabilities. If you want to
jump into this project with me, talk to me at
the meeting and we’ll see if there is
enough interest to proceed.

We’ll see you at the meeting,

Terry

Donations for Spring Show
Raffle

by Stephen Tontoni

There has been a recent surge in support
of the monthly drawings that Andrew
Birkbeck has been running at our meet-
ings. It’s great that the membership is so
committed to our organization to chip in to
offset the monthly hall rental.

But keep in mind that I am currently
collecting stuff (I want to, anyway) for the
raffle at next year’s Spring Show on April
22. Last year, the contribution from the
members was smaller than in previous
years, so we decided to start collecting
earlier.

Now - should you donate to the monthly
drawing or spring raffle? I give to both. I
keep the better stuff for the big raffle while
I tend to donate things that need a happy
home to the monthly drawing.

Something that we’ve not been concerned
about before is our tax status. (Norm,
please don’t kick me out for saying this)

IPMS Seattle is now 501(c) 3, or something
similar to that. No, it’s not the style of
Levi’s we wear…we are a non-profit
organization recognized by Uncle Sam as
such, so your donations can be written off
on your tax return.

So be generous and consider donating to
the Spring raffle now!

from the one-piece wings and tailplanes,
engineering of the kit is conventional. The
parts are all straight, bubble-and-void-free
and are very crisp regarding detail. The
trailing edges are all very thin. The,
virtually, text-free instructions in the form
of exploded isometric drawings, self
instruct. The kit looks like an easy, straight
forward project to build right out-of-the-
bag.

All four decal options are for planes of 41
Squadron, which are all in Dark Green and
Ocean Grey over Medium Sea Grey with
Sky spinners, body bands, and unit codes.
The decal sheet includes the myriad stencil
markings characteristic of Spitfires.

Built out-of-the-bag this kit will yield an
outstanding model. What more can be said
for a kit?

By my count, this is CMR’s 16th Spitfire/
Seafire variant and each new issue is better
than the last. There are a lot of Spitfire/
Seafire variants left unkitted. I wonder if
they’ll do them all?

CMR Spitfire Mk.XII
     from page 15


