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are detailed and lead the builder through
the process of building avac kit. The eight
pages of instructionsin thiskit are up to
Khee-Kha's usua high standards. These
instructions also give you four color
schemes appropriate to the type. Lamenta-
bly, there are no decals, so you' re on your
own for markings.

The YKS, and many of its brethren Wacos,
were frequently used on floats and Khee-
Kha has the appropriate Edo Model K-
4650 floatsavailableinresin for separate
purchase.

For further graphic guidance on building
vac kitsgoto http:/iww.mtaonline.net/
~zdk/build.htm

Thisisafinekit of asubject that will
appeal to any modeler who likes Golden
Age biplanes and/or who istired of the
endless stream of kits of

M esserspitwulfstangs. | paid $20 plus $5
for shipping for my kit directly from Khee-
Kha. They accept cash, check or PayPal.
Go to the very interesting and easy to
navigate Khee-Khaweb site at http://
www.mtaonline.net/~zdk/ for full informa
tion on their line of kits and accessories,
including floats.

References| used:

Waco, “ Ask Any Pilot” : Raymond H.
Brandly, Privately published, USA, 1979,
ISBN 0-9602734-0-9.

The Waco Aircraft Company Troy, Ohio,
USA — The Versatile Cabin Series:
Raymon H. Brandly, Privately published,
USA, 1981, ISBN 0-9602734-2-5.

The Waco Aircraft Company Troy, Ohio,
USA —The Famous F Series: Raymond H.
Brandly, Privately Published, USA, 1982,
ISBN 0-960-2734-3-3.

Referencescited by thekit manufacturer:

Air Trailsmagazine, Vol. 2,Nos.2 & 3,
summer and fall, 1977.

Y KS-6 drawings; Paul Matt.

Alaskan Wings; Jim Ruotsala book.

What...No Landing Field?; Bob and Peg
Ellis, book.

Air Classicsmagazine, Vol. 43, No. 12,
2007.

Ed Coates Collection

Archives of Museum of Alaska Transpor-
tation & Industry.

Collection of AlaskaHeritage Museum.
[ Thanks to Chris Banyai-Riepl and

www.inter netmodeler.com for permission
touse hisand Jim'sarticles. - ED]

photo by James Tainton
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1/48™ Scale Hasegawa
Phantom FG. Mk. 1

by Philip Jones, |PM SAvon,
England

ThisisaRoyal Navy Phantom FG. Mk 1
completed in the markings of 767 Naval Air
Squadron, RNAS Yeovilton ¢.1970.
Cancellation of the Hawker P1154 led to
the procurement of the F-4K for the Royal
Navy. Thiswas amodified version of the
Phantom to include Rolls-Royce Spey
engines, and other UK-built components.
To enableoperation from RN aircraft
carriers, the Phantom also had an extend-
able nose gear leg for catapult launches,
and a 180 degree folding nose cone to
enablethe aircraft to fit on deck lifts.

The series of 1/48th scale Phantom kits by
Hasegawa has been well documented and
so a detailed discussion will not be
repeated. Sufficeto say that they build up
into very attractive, detailed models and
there are plenty of after-market accessories
for peoplewanting that little bit extra.
British Phantoms can be built with either
theFG.1or FGR.2 kitsand asthiswas
goingtobeaRN example, | started with
theformer.

Starting with the cockpit, the construction
isrelatively smooth. Thekit cockpit was
used, painting the base color first and then
white over the details that would eventu-
ally be painted black. Once black has been
applied over the white, a sharp blade was
used to scrape over the raised detail, thus
revealing the white underneath.

Whilst working on the major steps of
construction, one should pay close
attention to getting the correct alignment
of the engine intake pieces and the main
fuselage (can be done by making addi-
tional alignment tabs), and filling any gaps
|eft after mating the fuselage and wing
construction. To keep the gap filling neat
and tidy, | masked off the gap before
applying Humbrol filler. Oncedry, | then
wiped the excess away with a cotton bud
dipped in nail varnish remover.

The paint schemethat (nearly) all RN
Phantomswere seeninwas ExtraDark Sea
Grey upper surfaces and white lower
surfaces. Humbrol 123 and 130 were used
for this, applied with an airbrush.

Once the white was applied, | found that it
had managed to seep through my kitchen
towel masking. Two more coatsof EDSG
then had to be applied to the upper
surfaces. Lesson learned!

| used the 1/48 F-4K sheet produced by

Almark Decalsfor this schemewhich were
kindly givento meby amember of IPMS

Continued on page 15
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NWSM Show

The annual NorthWest Scale Modelers
show was held the weekend of February
16-17 at the Museum of Flight in Seattle.
Themodel count was 1,840, with 64

model ers participating. A big thank you
goes out to Tim Nelson for organizing the
show (and for the photos). In case you're
wondering, Jim Schubert isflat on hisback
photographing an aircraft that is hanging
fromtheceilingintheMoF sGreat Gallery!

Hurricane Bookshelf
from page 6

help but be an ongoing source of educa-
tion. Upshot isthat even with the kits |
have (which the Great Jim Schubert Kit
Stash Survey revealed to be far larger than
| thought it had grown), | couldn’t begin to
model everything in thisbook. But it's
certainly an inspiration and a pleasure to
turn page after page, and think, “I should
build that!”
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Deutsches Afrika Korps
Uniforms

by Hal Marshman, Sr

Ray Rosario of the Bay Colony IPMS
Chapter contacted me a couple of days
back, with questions about Afrika Korps
uniforms. Inlight of what | see at every
show where someone attempts to do DAK
subjects, there seems to be great misun-
derstanding regarding this very esoteric
subject. In addition to having owned
several genuine DAK pieces, and having
inspected itemsin other folks' collections,
| also possess several books on the
subject, including the Roger J. Bender
book, Uniforms, Organization, and
History of the Afrikakorps. Such being the
case, | feel well qualifiedtowriteonthe
subject. In thiscase, | am only going to
discourse on the tropical uniformsworn by
the German Army. L uftwaffetropical wear
is another kettle of fish altogether, as was
the small amount of Kreigsmarineand SS
tropical wear.

Looking at basicsfirst, the AfrikaKorps
issue uniformswere not tan! They werea
medium olive cotton twill material, tunic,
trousers, shirts, ties, and caps. Now, dueto
the weather conditionsin North Africaand
southern Italy, these uniforms did fade to a
pale tannish color, but it still retained just a
touch of the olive tint. In the case of the
famous*“ AfrikaKorps* cap, thenormal
headwear of the troops when not wearing
the steel helmet, this pale color was
considered “salty”, and as such, much
desired. The troops would actually bleach
these caps out using their anti-gas tablets.

Getting to the insigniaworn on the tropical
uniform, we' Il start with the ubiquitous
cap. Firgt, the turn-up around the lower
portion of the cap, was asimulated turn-
up, and did not fold down, as did the
continental M-43 cap. It had no buttonsin
the front. The eagle worn at the front of
the crown was medium blue gray embroi-
dered on a copperish brown background.
On the front of the “turn-up” was the

cockade of the German national colors:
black outside, ring whiteinside, with ared
center. In most cases, an inverted Vee of
the branch of service color (Waffenfarbe)
would extend from the visor edge, to the
top of the turn-up, with the cockade
centered inside. In Africa, therewasvery
little ground pounder infantry, thus awhite
Veewould berare. Most infantry was
mechanized, and wore grass green
Waffenfarben. Artillery would bered,
Panzer pink, signalslemon yellow, and
mechanized cavalry golden yellow. Thelast
DAK cap | owned waslight blue, for
transport troops. Medical would be
cornflower blue, propaganda troops
medium gray, and chaplainsviolet. The cap
worn by officers was basically the same as
that worn by the troops, with the exception
of aluminum piping around the crown (gold
for general officers). | know | spent quitea
lot of time with something as basic asthe
tropical cap, but it was a distinguishing
and popular item, and the Waffenfarben
information applieselsewhereaswell.
German troops could and did wear acap
similar to the above item, but without the
visor. Insigniawould be the same. Al-
though quite practical, this cap did not
enjoy the same popularity as the visored
field cap.

Now, let'slook at the jacket. Thiswasa
skirted affair, quite similar to theregular
German uniform, inthat it had patch
pockets with flaps and pleats on both the
breast and skirt. It was open lapelled, but |
have seen an Oberleutnant’s tunic that had
the sameriseand fall collar of the conti-
nental tunic. The buttons were painted
olive, but of course much of that would
wear off in use, exposing the aluminum of
which they were made. Intherear, at waist
level, weretwo removable hooks, which
supported the belt. (These were also
present on continental uniforms, so when
you see movies where the holster or
bayonet is dragging the belt down, you'll
know the costume department failed to
completetheir homework.) Getting to the
insignia, starting at the top, the collar tabs
were medium blue gray on acopper
colored background, as was the breast

eagle.

The shoulder straps could be uniform
color, or in some cases amedium brown.
Naturally, they were bordered with
Waffenfarben depicting the arm of service
of the wearer. No, the Waffenbarben did
not extend across the seam at the shoul-
der. For NCOs, the shoulder strap would
be surrounded with copper brown colored
tresse, as would the collar. In the case of
officers, the shoulder straps were worked
on a base of the Waffenfarben color,
pretty much as worn on the continent.
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Officers could elect to wear continental
style officer’s collar tabs, and even the
silver (gold for generals) on green
European styled breast eagle. Genera’s
buttons by the way, were in a golden
color. A man’sbasic medalswereworn on
this uniform, just as they were on the
continent. Around the left sleeve of the
AfrikaKorpstroops and officers, was an
olive green cuff title, with thewords
“AfrikaKorps’ embroideredin palegray
or white. Asan aside, if you see an olive
cuff titlelettered “ Afrika’ with palmtrees
at either end, and adull silver border top
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and bottom, this was a theater decoration,
and was awarded for length of servicein
Africa. Thiswasauniversal decoration,
and could be awarded to other than DAK
troops, also Luftwaffe personnel, and etc.
Should Kriegsmarine personnel serve the
appropriate amount of timein Africa, they
alsowould be eligible. Asa decoration,
thistitle wasworn on the | eft sleeve, just
above the cuff.

Theissue trousers were almost a semi-
riding breeches style, made of the self
same color material asthetunic. There
were also quite baggy pants issued to be
worn with shoes lower than the standard
tropical boots, which were never in
sufficient supply.

The issue boots were made of anon-

desi ccating denim-like material, and laced
up the front almost to the knee. The toe
and heel capswere medium brown leather
while the denim portionswere the same
olive color asthe uniform. As mentioned,
lower quarter brogan style shoes were
issued, and quite afew later arriving
troops found themselves wearing conti-
nental issue jack boots.

The uniform belt was cotton webhbing, with
abuckle styled the same as the regular
“Gott Mitt Uns” (God with us) item of the
continental German soldier, but painted
olive. Later arrivals often found them-
selves wearing that self same continental
leather belt, due to shortage of supplies,
which was achronic African problem. As
mentioned above, the shirt and tie (when
worn) were the same basic olive color as
the tunic. Such accoutrements asthe®Y”
straps infantry harness were also made of
the same cotton webbing material, aswere
such items as the bayonet frog, and the
straps surrounding the water bottle, gas
mask tin, and etc. The odd tannish colored
bread bag when worn, was the same as the
continental issue. The bayonet scabbard,
messtin, and gas mask tin were all sprayed
adesert tan yellow color, similar to that
used for the vehicles. Steel helmets might
also be so sprayed, or even hand-done in
an endless variety of tan over issue field
gray styles. On many, an effort was made

to preserve the national color and national
eagle decals on the sides of the helmet, but
many were just plain painted over. | once
owned one that had been painted tan, and
while still wet, had been rolled in sand.
Very effective, but heavy asall get out.
From timeto time, you may see pictures of
desert personnel wearing a pith helmet.
The early oneswere made of a pale khaki
cotton material, whilelater oneswerea
dark brownish olive felt. Mounted on the
right sidewas an aluminum shield bearing
the national colors on the left, ashield
bearing the Army style national eagle.
Theseitems, romantic asthey looked, were
not worn in combat, and front line troops
usually discarded them early, not the |east
because of their bulk. Everyone seemed to
prefer therakish“Devil may care” ook of
the famed cap described in my opening.
One other thing of note: many officers,
including Rommel himself, preferred to
wear their continental style visored cap.
There was not a visored cap designed to
beworn with thetropical uniform, andin
the light of what you may seein movies, |
cannot stress that enough. Rommel even
wore hiswoolen riding breeches, complete
with scarlet side stripes. As an aside, the
gogglesfamously worn by Rommel on his
hat, were British issue, taken from a supply
dump left behind when the Germans
captured Tobruk.

There’s more that could be said, but thisis
afairly complete essay regarding German
Army tropical and Deutsches Afrika Korps
uniforms. | hope you find thisinformation
useful when populating your armored
vehicles, building dioramas, or even
painting single figures.

Building the Avro Lancaster
in 1/72 Scale

Anyone planning to build the new Revell
Lancaster kit, or indeed the Hasegawa or
Airfix Lancasters, should download this
excellent 24-page guide from Hyperscale.
Brett Green and Chris Wauchop build all
three kits, and discuss their good and bad
points. The free PDF can be downloaded
at http://downloads.hyper scale.com/

Phantom FG1
frompage 12

Avon (I have since bought another copy
of this sheet). The sheet has several
optionsfor RN Phantoms. As previously
mentioned, my chosen subject wasa 767
NASexample, XT867. Thedecalsrequire
carein application as when they are wet, a
white residue lifts off the paper. To ensure
aclean finish, | first attempted to rinse of f
the residue from under the decal by half
dliding it off the paper and wiping it gently
with awet finger. This seemed to work well
and with a coat of Klear/Future under and
over the decal a good result was achieved.

Another area of note during the decal
phase was the application of the large
serial numbers on the lower surfaces of the
wings. Thisis perhaps one of my favorite
aspects of RN Phantoms. | had to dry fit
the main undercarriage doorsin order to
apply the serial number decals. Once the
decal had dried, | sliced it along the line of
the doors with a sharp blade.

The weathering was done using the chalk
pastel wash method. | concentrate on one
area of themodel at atime - applying the
wash and wiping away the excess.

Thiswasavery enjoyable project from
start to finish. After being inspired by a
visit to the Fleet Air Arm Museum at
Yeovilton, the very placethisaircraft
operated from, | knew | had to haveaRN
Phantom on my shelf. Thekit, whilst not
being an absolute “shake and bake” goes
together nicely. TheAlmark decalswere
very good value for money, and with some
carethey can produce excellent results. |
added a pair of Verlinden seats which,
while not being strictly accurate, add
provide extralevel of detail to the cockpit.
Having just bought the Revell re-boxing of
thiskit, | am planning to do the 56 Squad-
ron, RAF, “Firebirds’ asmy next British
Phantom.
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British Secret Projects: interesting, their names are sometimes types of propulsion are quite thorough.
rather humorousaswell. Not only do they describe British-specific

Hypersonics, Ramjets and
Missiles, by Chris Gibson
and Tony Buttler

reviewed by ChrisBanyai-Riepl

The newest subject in the British Secret
Projects series covers somereadlly interest-
ing aircraft: hypersonics, ramjets, and
missiles. While much attention has been
given to the piloted aircraft, the weapons
they carried (or, in this case, hoped to
carry) generally areignored or lightly
covered. This book reverses that trend,
with detailed examinations on many
different kinds of missiles. Coupled with
the high-speed aircraft included, this book
expands nicely on the existing titlesin this
series.

The book beginswith abrief overview of
the background of British guided weapons
and test vehicles, and then dives into the
missiles. Seven chapters cover different
types of missiles, making up the majority
of this book. The projects covered include
the Red Top, the Red Duster and Blue
Envoy, and Blue Boar and Green Cheese.
Not only are the projects themselves

projects, they also explainin detail just
how these propulsion systems work.

Whilethe * Secret Project’ title suggests
that there are only paper projects included
in these pages, many of these paper
projects evolved into production weapons
(such as the Red Duster and Blue Envoy,
which turned into the Bloodhound
missile). Thisisanice continuation of the
British Secret Project series. My thanksto
Specialty Pressfor the review copy.

Midland Publishing, ©2007

ISBN 978-1-85780-258-0

Hardbound, 208 Pages

Availablefrom Specialty Pressfor $44.95
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The remainder of the book dealswith the
hypersonic and ramjet aircraft. Both of
these subjects were at the forefront of
research in many countries, including the
USandthe USSR, in additionto Britain. To
keep pace, Britain pursued these two fields
aswell, and the sections on these two

M eeting Reminder March 8

10AM -1PM

North Bellevue Community/Senior Center
4063-148th Ave NE, Bellevue

Directions. From Sesattle or from 1-405, take 520 East to
the 148th Ave NE exit. Take the 148th Ave North exit
(the second of the two 148th Ave. exits) and continue
north on 148th until you reach the Senior Center. The
Senior Center will beon your left. The Center itself is

| not easily visible from the road, but there is a signpost
inthe median.
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