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Solar Panels From Out of
This World

by John DeRosia

| volunteered to build the International
Space Station (ISS) for the Seattle Museum
of Flight display beginning in February
2011. Therewill be‘tons’ of real space
models from many outstanding Northwest
model ers contributing to this display.

Themodel by Revell (re-released) could

not have come at a better time. It wasa

great model asis usual of their products.

Somewherein my basement- | already have

one tucked away in one of the many boxes

containing unbuilt models. Did | finditin

timeto start the I SS project last Thanks-

giving? NO! It would have been to

convenient to save another $100 for

retirement...laugh, laugh. have two, and the last of the two perma-
nent space ship modules have atotal of

Inthe ISS current configuration, thereare  two each. Somewhereinthemathworld,

the following main solar panels (and that adds up to 24 mgjor solar panelsto

radiators): Eight huge power solar panels,  build and make believe they shinein the

two huge radiator panelsthat are splitinto ~ sun’sreflection in orbit.

three each, four smaller radiators, the

smaller three Russian space ships each

Asthisisal/144th scale ISS, itisnearly
impossible to model most of the nuts and
bolts that make up this vehicle. My focus
wasto help the mind ‘think and see’ that
these panelsarerealy reflective. With
Christmas just around the corner- | was
aready salivating with the possibilities the
shiny things that Christmas goodies would
help me with on this project.

Was | ever wrong!

How to simulate the thousands of tiny real
life squares/rectangles that makes up a
solar panel? Why with silver and gold and
blue Christmasribbon, of course. Somel
swear was made to actually simulate solar
panels - but then the ribbon manufacturing
marketing department decided to also test
itin holiday markets. | tell you - somewas
made beyond perfect for what | needed. |
bought at least 20 ‘reels’ of ribbon.
Enough to stretch from here to the moon if
you unwound it from each redl. | figured
the extrawould be used for other space
model projectsinthe future.

Bleed through. Ever used super-glue and
forgot that it will bleed through anything?
Of course not. Only Christmasribbon |
think. Thefirst trial gluing to one of the
major solar panels ended up in disaster.
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While the ribbon looks strong enough on
the reel to tow a Patton Tank through the
swamps - as you unwind it, it sort of
distorts before your very eyes- that should
have been clue #1. It got even worse when
| tried gluing it down the * accordion’
molded solar panels. | tried to keepitin
placewith my fingerswhile coaxing it
down onto the glue over the other
accordion part of the panels.

Had | wanted to attach my hands with the
glued on ribbons to simulate the panels,
they would have looked the part. With all
the dad blasted dern ribbon glued to my
fingers, | had to wash off all the glue and
ribbon with grade 45 lacquer thinner
(industrial grade stuff used to dissolve
titanium | think). Well, at least | have
enough dern ribbon for the next 76 years
worth of Christmas presents. Need
some?...just ask...

Round 2. | went back trolling the stores for
another suitable item that looks like space
solar stuff. Well —eurekal | never knew
they made so many different colors of
Duct Tape. Thereally good looking
chrome colored stuff had the pattern of the
imbedded thread looking like small

rectangular solar panel grids. But that stuff
was expensive. But far under budget
compared to each real Space Shuttle round
trip. | should have known thefirst timel
tried to accurately cut a section the precise
dimensionsfor each solar panel. Let'ssee-

the duct tape stuck to the scissors, then to
me, and finally when | patted it down onto
the panel — the tape had distorted enough
to lose that solar panel look. Also - what's
with the stringy stuff they imbed in duct
tape? | could not get it to trim properly
without fraying along several of the sides.
Next...

Tried decals, tried printed paper panel s off
the web, tried paint. The look just wasn't
right. Eventried self adhesive aluminum
foil that plumbers/ducting people use? |
did buy aroll (witha 15 year loan fromthe
bank) and let me spare you the suspense -
it failed. Asyou peel off astrip of this
aluminumfoail - it wrinklesto the moon and
back.

Finally, in desperation, and of course 100%
by accident - found this8¥2x 11inch
prismatic foil paper. You'veseenit. It
dazzlesthe eye ball with shininess. |
bought some blue, agua, and chrome color.
The paper was easy to cut and glue to the
panels. | found out after gluing two of the
main solar panelswith the blue prismatic
papers - the dumb paper was self sticking.
Read instructions? Who me? | didn’t know
you could peel off the prismatic paper to
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stick right to the plastic. The danger now
was, will the paper come off the two panels
because of the ‘waxy’ backing paper they
are attached to? | added a few drops of
super glue to those sides in hopes the
paper will be securefor at least two
millennium.

Therest of al the panelswent like clock-
work - and | did superglue down all
prismatic paper - even when | peeled if off
the backing. Extracomfort power with glue.
Superglue gave me that security | needed.
Thank goodness none of the superglue
bled through the huge panels, but on some
of the smaller panelsit did bleed through
and mess up some of the prismatic effects.
That's okay- the ISS will be suspended 68
feet abovethe crowd...What?...Only 68
inches?...

WEell, if anyone asks - the damage was from
asteroids streaking through space...

B-57 Canberra Units
frompage 3

photographs, and here there's some great
stuff. While nose art was not uncommon
among USAF aircraftin Vietnam, | never
thought the Canberra had much of that.
This book shows otherwise, as many
aircraft had personal names or artwork of
some sort. The center section has the
usual color profiles, which are done to the
usua high quality.

Thisisauseful addition to my Vietnam
library, asfew titles have documented the
B-57 inthat war. With the recent release of
severd kits of the Canberra, thisisalso a
timely release for modelers. My thanksto
Osprey Publishing for the review copy.

Publisher: Osprey Publishing
ISBN: 978-1-84603-971-3
Binding: Softcover

Pages. 96

Government Issue 90mm
Thermonuclear Rodeo

by Terry Moore

Thefirst release from Government | ssue,
distributed by Squadron, isanew resin
figurekit, called Thermonuclear Rodeo. It
features one of the most iconic movie
scenesever, Mg or Kong (Slim Pickens)
riding a nuclear bomb to the end of the
world inthe mation picture, Dr
Srangelove, Or How | Learned to Sop
Worrying and Love the Bomb. Thekitis
90mm scale, consistsof 10 resinand
plastic parts, plus decals for the bomb and
Major Kong'suniform.

It took abit of work to remove the pour
stubs but once the parts were cleaned up,
the parts were assembled without diffi-
culty, requiring minimal filling of the seams
—1 used EImer'sglue. | didremoveresin
pinsthat were provided in the kit to pin the
arms, asthey did not fit the molded holes.
Theonly flaw in my sample of thefigure
was aholein Major Kong's chin, which |
filled with putty. The bomb required abit
morework. Themajor issueon my sample
was that some of the holes on the forward
casing were broken —the molding in the

areaisvery thin. | was ableto replace the
damaged parts with thin styrene cut to
shape.

| decided to paint it in black and white, as
the moviewas ablack and white movie,
and | had no ideawhat therea colors
would be. The forward end of the bomb
was painted with Model Master Interior
Black and the aft end was painted with
Model Master Neutral Gray, after which |
applied the decals.

Thefigureitself wasabit moreof a
challenge. | sprayed it overall with Model
Master Euro Gray. After that, | hand
painted his skin neutral gray, then added a
bit of white and painted his hat. For his

parachute and harnesses | added a bit of
black to the neutral gray to give abit of
contrast to hisuniform color. After the
paint dried | sprayed several coats of
Testors gloss. When that dried | applied
the decals to his uniform. Once they had
set | overpainted the colorful patches with
amix of Grumbacher Payne's Gray and
Grumbacher Titanium Whiteto change
them into gray tonesas well.

| used awash of the Grumbacher Payne's
Gray in al the creases and foldsto give
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them some depth. Once that paint had
dried | oversprayed the figure with Testors
Dull Cote and then gave the entire figurea
light dry brush with the Grumbacher
Titanium White, enough to blend every-
thing together. The fina step on the figure
wasto take a silver pencil and touch up
the buckles and zippers on the harnesses
and uniform.

For the base, | re-drilled the hole so the
clear plastic post supporting the model
was at aless extreme angle, making the
model |ess susceptible to tipping over. For
the baseitsdlf, | left theresininits natural
color and brushed with a stiff bristle brush
Grumbacher burnt sienna. The brush
strokes give the appearance of natural
wood.

It wasafun project, didn't takealot of time
and fitswell in my collection of "reel"
planes. My thanks to Squadron Mail Order
for thereview sample.




IPMS Seattle Chapter Newsdl etter Page 16

IPMS Seattle Renewal Form

Your 2011 IPM S Seattle renewal formisincluded below. If you have not renewed by the release of the February newsletter you will get a
final reminder with thisissue. If you do not renew then, you will not get any more newsletters. Dueswill be $15 for those who wish to
receive e-mail delivery of the newdletter, and $25 for those who wish to receive regular mail delivery of the newsletter. Please note that
the club's annual dues have been reduced from the base level of $25 for membersreceiving the |PM S-Sezttle newdl etter viaemail. We
will review this on an annual basis. You can renew by writing a check to |PM S-Seattle and mailing it to the address below. Or you can
bring the form and payment to the February meeting. Please be very careful when filling out the form. Many of our returned newsl etters
aretheresult of poor interpretation of handwritten address information. Our e-mail distribution of the news etter has been working very
well. You get the newsletter the day it goesto the printer, and it isin full color. It also saves us a considerable amount of printing and
postage costs and we would really like to encourage you to consider this method of distribution.

| Remit to: |
| IPMS Seattle 2011 Dues Form IPM S Seattle |
I ATTN: Spencer Tom |
I Full Name 318 N.E. 81st Street I
1 Seattle, WA 98115 1
: Mailing Address :
: City Sate Zip Code :
: Telephone (Area Code) ( ) :
| |
| E-mail address |
| |
I[ ] E-mail delivery of thenewsetter ($15). [ ] Regular mail delivery of the newsletter ($25). |
| |
: [ ] PleasedoNOT releasemy e-mail and phoneinformation for distributed club rosters. :
L----------------------------------------‘

M eeting Reminder February 12
10AM - 1PM

o North Bellevue Community/Senior Center
4063-148th Ave NE, Bellevue

Eleri
=l L‘E“"""'-...___ I Directions. From Sesattle or from 1-405, take 520 East to
Warcr 1" the 148th Ave NE exit. Takethe 148th Ave North exit
— (the second of the two 148th Ave. exits) and continue
’{f [ \\ north on 148th until you reach the Senior Center. The
fo = ' Senior Center will beon your left. The Center itself is
{ \ not easily visible from the road, but there is a signpost
‘ | — | inthe median.
. \ : *
N v \ ; /
ke L

I'-" Maz net o acaks




