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Thoroughbred

Hurricane Bookshelf Puzzle Corner: Puzzle With a Few ‘Puzzlers’!

by Scott Kruize

Ah, the need for constant vigilance among us modelers...I mean, de facto aviation historians. Even at a festive, gift-giving time of year
such as this. We need to be ready to step in any time, any place, when we encounter the kinds of errors and omissions foisted—
inadvertently or not—on a public not as knowledgeable as we are...

I stopped by the Museum of Flight's Gift Shop, just before Christmas. It was full of noisy young fledglings, running around with
enough energy to take off under their own power, if only they had little DaVinci-esque strap-on wings…looking at all the shiny
aviation-related toys...which many of their elders were busy buying them.

A puzzle cover caught my eye. What a great idea: teach aviation history during assembly of a jigsaw puzzle! By the time the last of a
thousand pieces went in, anyone working on it would have its printed contents firmly engraved in their memories. Not unlike the way
we learn everything there is to know about the structure and fittings of AFVs when doing a Bronco build, or when we assemble a
1/32nd scale Great War biplane from a WingNuts kit! As Ken Murphy says of such boxed contents: “There are actually MORE PARTS
in the kit than there were in the original machine!”

So I mentally commended the designer and manufacturer of ‘Allied Air Command – World War II Fighters’, by Eurographics, which,
despite its name, has a product ‘Made in the U.S.A.’
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I started looking at the little color profiles…then went on to read the tiny captions. - Hey!

The caption for the Dewoitine D.520 was repeated under the picture of a Bloch 150-series fighter. And the D.520 profile was identified as
being a plane of FRANCE…after all, this is the ‘Allied…Fighters’ print, right? But it’s marked with the red-and-yellow nose- and tail-
stripes of VICHY France…nominally (at least) an Axis ally. I don’t know what our French cousins will think about this, but it can’t be
good…

Besides, the core of the Armée de l’Air’s fighter force, the Morane-Saulnier MS.406, is missing altogether. If the excuse is: “Well, the
puzzle designer left it off because they couldn’t very well fit ALL the Allied WW2 fighters on the page, now could they?” OK…but
then why was there room for the Seversky P-35, which had the most minuscule role at the very beginning of our involvement in the
war? Or for the Ryan FR-1, which didn’t enter service until November 1945?

The Supermarine Seafire illustrated is a Griffon-powered later mark that, like the Ryan, entered service well after the War was over.

The Fairey Firefly profile is not an F.I, but the F.R.Mk.IV, which was also too late.

The center of the poster shows the Ilyushin Il-2 ‘Stormovik’, which of course was not a fighter at all.

That’s all I noticed in my superficial look at the puzzle. You esteemed cognoscenti colleagues may find more errors. [Such as not
including the highest scoring fighter for one of the air forces pictured? - ED]

All I’m saying is: be prepared to enumerate and explain away the boo-boos to your puzzle-building friends-and-relations. I haven’t said
not to buy this puzzle. Its contents include the one critical entry, essential to its title. High on the left, where the eye wants to begin a
detailed examination…right next to the Polikarpov I-16, which certainly deserves inclusion in this set…is the Hawker Hurricane!

Messerschmitt Me 262A Schwalbe, by Robert Peczkowski

reviewed by Chris Banyai-Riepl

The Messerschmitt Me 262 is one of the most famous jet fighters, being the first to see
widespread combat operations. Because of that notoriety, the Me 262 has been the subject of a
great number of books. Even with all that attention, though, there seems to always be new
information showing up, and every now and then a new book consolidates the latest research.
With this breadth of coverage, it can be difficult to find a book that simply documents the
variants and details. That's where this book from Mushroom Model Publications comes in, as
this is a simple variant overview that documents the evolution of the Me 262.

The book starts out with a technical overview of the Me 262, which highlights the develop-
ment and production of the plane, including prototypes. Following this is the section detailing
the individual variants, and each of these variants are documented with drawings and photo-
graphs. A handful of color profile illustrations highlight the camouflage and markings of the
Me 262, and the remaining pages of the book provide dozens of detail photos, many of which
are in color.

For those looking for a good basic reference on the Me 262, this definitely fits the bill. It
presents the information clearly and concisely, and the quality of the photos add to the value.
My thanks to Mushroom Model Publications for the review copy.

[Thanks to Chris Banyai-Riepl and www.internetmodeler.com for permission to use his, Djordje’s, and Steve’s, articles. - ED]



IPMS Seattle Chapter Newsletter Page 14

Great Wall Hobby 1/144th Scale RAF Strategic Bomber Victor B.2

by Chris Banyai-Riepl

Alongside the Avro Vulcan and Vickers Valiant, the
Handley Page Victor was one of the RAF's famous V-
Bombers forming part of Britain's airborne nuclear
deterrent. While the Victor remained in this role for a
short time, it received a much longer lease on life as an
air tanker. As tankers, the Victor remained in RAF service
until the 1990s.

Great Wall Hobby continues to hit 1/144th scale with
British bombers with their latest release of the Handley
Page Victor. For those familiar with their 1/144th Vulcan
kits, this one is similar in detail, with finely recessed
panel lines, plenty of detail including an interior, and a
nice decal sheet that includes markings for three options.

Jumping into the construction, the overall build process
is very straightforward, but well engineered. There is a
cockpit included, with a couple of seats molded in place
in a one-piece tub. Not much detail is here, but in this
scale and through those small windows, not much can be
seen. That said, there are no instructions on what colors to paint the interior, so some additional research will be needed. A quick
Internet search suggests that the interior should be black, with green or tan cushions and blue or tan belts on the seats.

Other bits for inside the fuselage include the nose gear well and an insert for the rear fuselage air brakes. The latter can be skipped if
you choose to display those brakes closed. The instructions also indicate that you will need 3.5 grams of weight to keep this one on its
nose gear. Luckily, there is plenty of space in the nose for this weight, and you will have no problem finding places to stash it. With all
those bits in place, you can button up the two fuselage halves and add the two clear pieces for the main windscreen and lower nose
windows, as well as the one-piece bomb bay door section.

For the flying surfaces, we'll start with the simple one, the horizontal stabilizer. The stabilizer is built up from four pieces, with the one-
piece upper section accurately capturing the sharp dihedral of the stabilizer. The forward bullet and rear fairing are also separate, and
the finished stab fits nicely onto the vertical fin.

The wings are a bit more complex, but the engineering of the kit takes it all in stride. Each wing is split into upper and lower halves, with
the upper wing half incorporating the outboard wing leading and trailing edge undersides. The completed wing fits into a cutout in the
fuselage, making for a near perfect fit that will require no filler. Before putting the wing together, though, you'll have to add the exhaust
pipes, which are molded individually, and the intakes, which are split into upper and lower halves and feature separate engine faces.
While these will have some seams to fill on the sides, the overall engineering of the intakes is very nice and the finished intakes fits into
the wing as best as could be expected. Like the cockpit, though, there are no painting instructions for what color should be on the
inside of the intakes. Add the large underwing tanks and this is looking every bit like a Victor.

The remainder of the assembly is all the fiddly bits. For the fuselage, this includes a separate refueling probe, nose ECM bumps, rear
cooling vents, and upper fuselage antennae including the prominent towel rack antenna over the wings. For the wings, there are a few
scoops on the underside as well. The majority of the small details, though, revolve around the landing gear. The nose gear has separate
wheels, a three-piece strut, and separate fenders. The main gear features a nice way of doing the double wheels, with one wheel
including both hubs and the second tire sliding over that. The strut is sturdy, built from two pieces, and given the rest of the engineer-
ing of this kit, there is likely not going to be any issues with having all the wheels on the ground with this one.

The decal sheet is small but comes with lots of nice details. There is a good bit of stenciling, including various walkway markings and
rescue markings. The national insignia are of the red/white/blue variety, while the individual markings cover three different Victors. The



IPMS Seattle Chapter Newsletter Page 15

PrezNotes
 from page 1

roaring. After what seems like only a few feet, up we rise, climbing, climbing, watching the altimeter over the right shoulder of the co-
pilot through the door opening (no door!), 2,000...8,000...13,500 which apparently is our cruising height. Ears popping in the
unpressurized cabin as we climb into the bright, clear morning sky. The roar of the twin engines drowns out any chatter from my fellow
passengers. The sun is streaming through the cockpit windows, and the pilots adjust their small sunscreens as the aircraft bobs about
the sky. Now THIS is a FUN way to fly!

Andrew

camouflage scheme consists of gray and
green over light gray, and the color instruc-
tion sheet provides a nice four-view drawing
that will aid greatly in masking the camou-
flage scheme.

For marking options, you get both Victor B.2
units: 100 Squadron and 139 Squadron, with
the latter having two different tail emblem
options. The first of the 139 Squadron
aircraft is XL190 with a lion emblem on the
tail. This plane served with 139 Squadron
from 1962 to 1964, when it was transferred to
the Wittering Wing [Note: The lion emblem
is that of the Wittering Wing - ED] and
converted to carry the Blue Steel. In 1970
this plane was again converted, this time to
K.2 tanker status. In 1993 the plane was
retired to a ground trainer, and the nose
section is currently preserved at Manston.
Following a similar path is the second 139
Squadron aircraft, XL162, which features the squadron emblem on the tail. Delivered in 1963 to 139 Squadron, transferred to Wittering in
1965 and converted to Blue Steel, tanker conversion in 1970, and withdrawn from service in 1986.

For the 100 Squadron aircraft, XM714, this aircraft had a shorter history. The plane took to the skies for the first time on October 16,
1962, and was delivered to 100 Squadron the following month. On March 20, 1963, XM714 took off from RAF Wittering and stalled
during the climb out, killing all five crewmen. This plane carried the skull and crossbones marking of 100 Squadron on the vertical fin.
The decals are very nicely printed, with good color and alignment.

Overall, this is an excellent kit of the Victor. In fact, if Great Wall Hobby scaled this up to 1/72nd and added just a bit of extra detail in the
cockpit, we'd have a kit far better than the Matchbox kit. The engineering is excellent, a fact highlighted by the fact that I tore into the
kit and have it close to painting stage after only an hour's work or thereabouts. The only thing that slowed things down was the lack of
color information on the interior bits, both the cockpit and intakes. Given the nice detail, simple construction, and colorful options, this
will be a popular kit and undoubtedly we will see a tanker version and perhaps a Blue Steel version. My thanks to Dragon Models USA
for the review sample.
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Meeting Reminder January 10

North Bellevue Community/Senior Center
4063-148th Ave NE, Bellevue

Directions to NBCSC: From Seattle or from I-405, take 520
East to the 148th Ave NE exit. Take the 148th Ave North exit
(the second of the two 148th Ave. exits) and continue north
on 148th until you reach the Senior Center. The Senior
Center will be on your left. The Center itself is not easily
visible from the road, but there is a signpost in the median.

IPMS Seattle Dues for Calendar Year 2015

Your 2015 IPMS Seattle renewal form is included below. If you have not renewed by the release of the February newsletter you will get
a final reminder with that issue. If you do not renew then, you will not get any more newsletters. Dues will be $15 for those who wish
to receive e-mail delivery of the newsletter, and $25 for those who wish to receive regular mail delivery of the newsletter. Please note
that the club's annual dues have been reduced from the base level of $25 for members receiving the IPMS-Seattle newsletter via e-mail.
We will review this on an annual basis. You can renew by writing a check to IPMS-Seattle and mailing it to the address below. Or you
can bring the form and payment to the January meeting. Please be very careful when filling out the form. Many of our returned
newsletters are the result of poor interpretation of handwritten address information. Our e-mail distribution of the newsletter has been
working very well. You get the newsletter the day it goes to the printer, and it is in full color. It also saves us a considerable amount of
printing and postage costs and we would really like to encourage you to consider this method of distribution.

IPMS Seattle Dues for Calendar Year 2015

Full Name _________________________________________________

Mailing Address ________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________ State __________ Zip Code __________________

Telephone  (Area Code)  ( _______ ) _________________________

E-mail address __________________________________________________________________________

[      ] E-mail delivery of the newsletter ($15).            [      ] Regular mail delivery of the newsletter ($25).

[      ] Please do NOT release my e-mail and phone information for distributed club rosters.

Remit to:
IPMS Seattle
ATTN: Spencer Tom
318 N.E. 81st Street
Seattle, WA 98115


