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Stateline Area 

Modelers 

September 2017 

President Larry Johnson 

Scifi58@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President Art Giovananni 

agiovannoni1@wi.rr.com 
 

Treasurer Bob Greenlee 

rgreenlee@mediacombb.net 

 

Chapter Contact and 

Newsletter, Alan Zais 

ajzais@aol.com 

 

SAM meets at 7:00 p.m. on 

the third Friday of each 

month at the Durand 

Methodist Church, 102 East 

Main Street, Durand, Illinois.  

Enter at the east door.  

Please visit us! 

 

Tom CrepeauΩǎ 

 1/48 Grumman  

HU-16 Albatross 
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Tom used the Monogram kit 

to model his Albatross after 

the one he flew in the Navy 

out of the Roosevelt Road 

Naval Station, Puerto Rico in 

1966.  Both pictures on the 

ƭŜŦǘ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ .ƻōΩǎ 

collection and include his 

plane. 

1. Appears to have been a 
busy time for the Air 
Station.  A quick web 
browse shows that it was 
the site for Project 
Stormfury,  an attempt to 
weaken tropical cyclones by 
flying aircraft into them and 
seeding with silver iodide.   
The theory was  that the 
silver iodide would cause 
supercooled water in the 
storm to freeze, disrupting 
the inner structure of the 
hurricane. This led to the 
seeding of several Atlantic 
hurricanes. 
 

1966 was also the year that 

Hurricane Faith brought a 

glancing blow to the site 

with strong wind and rain, 

but no damage. 
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Tom had a more pleasant recall of the Naval Station, 

which included visits to Pontiac Casino. 

 

 
 

 

1966 Photograph of the personnel of 

Project Stormfury 

 

 Tom said they fished from the back of 

the plane, and also worked to help 

ǊŜǇƻǇǳƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǎŜŀ ǘǳǊǘƭŜǎΦ 
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Bob Greenlee brought in his nice 1/72 

Airfix Chipmunk. 

Bob used Canadian markings.  

According to military wikia, RCAF first 

received the DHC-1 Chipmunk in 1948 

with 217 made in Canada where it 

became the standard, primary 

trainer.  The first post war aviation 

project of de Haviland, Canada, it was 

also the first Canadian designed 

aircraft to be made abroad under 

license.  The last plane remained in 

service until 1972.   

From avgeekery, five things you might not know about the Albatross: 

1.  The engines (essentially the same as those used on the B-17 and T-28) are high enough off the ground that one can 

ǿŀƭƪ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΦ  aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŘǳŎƪ ƛƴǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊƛƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŜƛƎƘǘ ŦŜŜǘ ǘŀƭƭ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ 

really have to. 

2.  The floats near the end of each wing do not retract and can be used to carry 200 gallons of fuel. 

3.  The landing gear reacts at three different speeds.  Nose gear first, followed by the first one main gear leg and then the 

other.  This induces yaw during gear retraction and extension, but not a critical amount. 

4.  Many larger seaplanes are equipped with some sort of water rudder.  The Albatross is not.  However, thrust reversing 

on one or the other propeller allows the plane to be turned quite crisply in the water, and putting both props in reverse 

will allow the plane to back up. 

5.  {ƛƴƎŜǊ WƛƳƳȅ .ǳŦŦŜǘΩǎ !ƭōŀǘǊƻǎǎ άHemisphere Dancerέ ƛǎ ŀ мфрп ƳƻŘŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǘȅǇŜΧƛƴ мффсΦ  ¢ƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ Dancer ǿŀǎ ŀ ŘǊǳƎ ǊǳƴƴŜǊΩǎ ǇƭŀƴŜΣ WŀƳŀƛŎŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǎƘƻǘ ŀǘ .ǳŦŦŜǘΩǎ ǇƭŀƴŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ 

taxying near Negil in Jamaica.  Bone of the band U2 was also aboard at the time but not injured.  The song άWŀƳŀƛŎŀ 

aƛǎǘŀƛŎŀέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀƴŀƴŀ ²ƛƴŘ ŀƭōǳƳ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘΦ 
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Bob Greenlee also brought in 

his 1/48 Tamiya Fw190 F-8.   

 

Wikiwarthunder says The Fw 

190 F-8 was the most mass-

produced variant of the Fw 

190 F series, based on the Fw 

190 A-8. By March 1944, Fw 

190 F-8s were also produced 

by the Arado company in 

Warnemuende, and by April 

the NDW company in Wismar. 

The aircraft was powered by 

the BMW 801 D-2 engine with 

improved injector on the 

compressor, which provided 

emergency power for up to 

10-15 minutes at 1,000 

meters of altitude. Otherwise, 

the planeôs equipment was 

largely similar to the A-8, 

although the FuG 16 ZY radio 

was replaced with the FuG 16 

ZS in April 1944. This allowed 

direct communication with 

ground troops on the 

battlefield. A distinctive 

characteristic of the F-8 was a 

widened rear canopy. The 

new canopy was introduced in 

the latter half of 1944. It 

improved forward and 

downward visibility, which was 

very important for ground 

attack. On-board armament 

consisted of twin MG 131 

machine guns in the fuselage 

and two MG 151/20E cannon 

in the wings. 
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[ŀǊǊȅ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ мκнл IŀǎŜƎŀǿŀ 

A.F.S.  Mk I Armored Fighting Suit.   

 

Larry John's 1/144 Bandai 

 HG Gundam MSM-043 

Juaggu (unicorn version) 

According to Wikipedia, Gundam is a science fictionmedia franchise  that features giant robots (mecha) 
with mobile suits bearing the name Gundam. It began on April 7, 1979 as Mobile Suit Gundam, a TV 
series that defined the real robot anime genre by featuring giant robots in a militaristic setting. 

Most Gundam are large, bipedal, humanoid vehicles controlled from a cockpit by a human pilot. The 
"mobile suits" have a cockpit in their "torsos", with cameras built into their "heads" to transmit images to 
a cockpit. 

 


