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Academy 1/48th Scale
McDonnell Douglas F-4B
Phantom 11

by Gerry Nilles

| think | can safely say that a "state of the
art" accurate 1/48th scale F-4B Phantom 11
kit appears on many amodel builder'swish
list, and now, thanksto Academy, the wait
for onefulfilling that criteriaisfinally over.
My initial impressions are that the kit looks
very accurate and from what | have heard
from numerous other sources, thisisthe
common and accepted opinion. Now, asfor
my initial impressions of the details, a
number of things stood out to me when |
opened the box, including the extensive
amount of parts, the one piece fuselage
and yes, the fact that the kit ismolded in
multi-colored plastic, which | will talk

about alittlelater.

First off, those who have come to expect
highly detailed and beautifully cast parts
from Academy certainly will not be
disappointed, not to mention the fact that
there alot of them. Asaside note, | know
that the price of kits these daysisa
growing concern to many modelers,
however | would say that Academy
certainly gives you your money's worth
with this one. The multitude of ordnance
choices alone eliminates the need for any
aftermarket purchases. Actually, the
extensive amount of partsisabit mislead-
ing in that some of the trees have parts for
future F-4 variants including one that uses
agun pod. Therefore, make sure you check
the black box in thelower right hand
corner of the " Parts Locating Diagram" for
what is not used on this version. But, |
digress, so back to the F-4B.

Thiskit isdefinitely "state of the art”,
(trangdlation - besides engraved panel lines
alot more assembly isrequired) that isif
you compareit to the only other example
of a1/48th F-4B (the older Hasegawalkit).
However, to methisis not abad thing.
Having just recently built that other F-4B |
can appreciate the engineering that has
goneinto the Academy kit, especially

when it comesto painting. For example,
having separately molded side console
panels along with other such related parts
makes them easier to both paint and detail
without the extra effort needed to mask off
whole cockpit tub.

Speaking of painting, the issue of casting
thiskit in multi-colored plastic seemsto
have generated some controversy. |, for
one, am al for thisfeature, especially when
it comes to applying gloss white paint,
which has atendency to be alittle on the
translucent side. Getting good coverageis
going to be aheck of lot easier with white
over whitethan over gray. Likewise, | can
see wherethiswill hold true when painting
other colors such as metallic titanium over
black. Obviously being a"First Look" and
not abuild article, itislittle hard to totally
appreciate this feature, but | seeitasa
positive.

Moving on to additional observations, the
kit comeswith anumber of interesting
extras. Included in these are three nicely
done figures, (two in the sitting position
and one standing), the option of having
thein-flight refueling probein the ex-
tended position, and likewise the option of
having the aircraft’'s boarding ladder either
extended or retracted. The canopy isalso
multi-piece and can be either open or
closed. Another nice touch is the design of
the engine intakes and jet exhausts in that
getting a seamless ook appearsto be
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relatively easy with very littleextraeffort
needed. Finally yet importantly, the
assembly instructionsarewell-illustrated,
and look to be easy to follow. However, the
highlight of the instructions has got to the
inclusion of an arming guide showing how
to properly arrange four different ordnance
load configurations.

Asfor any nits, only two stood out to me,
and neither is, in my estimation, that
significant. The first and probably most
noticeable isthe treatment of the titanium
shielding on the underside of the rear
fuselage just aft of the jet nozzles. Accord-
ing to photos and other references, this
shielding overlaps like shingles on aroof
and is not butt joined as Academy hasit.
However, these sheets are thin and the
raised edgeis not that prominent, so with
some simple painting techniques that
effect can be replicated. The second isan
old problem in that the gjection seats lack
seat belts. In addition, | have heard that
the seats are too wide; however, that
evaluation will havetowait until | actually
build thekit.

The kit comeswith one set of markingsfor
theVF-111"Sundowners' CAG aircraft of
Carrier Air Wing 3 assigned to the USS
Coral Sea (CVA-43) circa1975. To say the
decal sheet is extensive is an understate-
ment. It appears that every stencil ever
used on the Phantom isincluded, as are
the markings and striping for the various
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missiles and bombs. Accompanying these
markings is an 80 by 11 two-sided colored
four-view guide showing the location of
each and every individual decal. However,
I did find one item missing from this
information and that is a Fed Standard
number for the red paint needed to match
the red used in the kit's decals. According
to one source, gloss insignia red (FS11136)
is the red used on the actual aircraft, but
considering it has to match the decals
some color testing will probably be needed
to get it perfect.

This is a great-looking kit of the F-4B, with
lots of extra goodies. It comes with a very
colorful and extensive set of markings as
well as excellent instructions and guides.
While some might question the multi
colored plastic parts, I personally see this
feature as a real positive when it comes to
painting, especially the gloss white areas. I
complement Academy for both their
innovation and quality work on this kit.
Thanks go out to MRC and Academy for
providing the review sample.
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