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I n Lw9 lla.tves on ure ver lical partirq Ilne. The(e are
onl.y two locating plns on Lhe Iuselage ltdlves, uoth on
lhe bottorn.'t'lrrs will irroOauly cause alignrrren! proolerrs
uuring assetrDly. '.there was also a warp in !he ootLoft ol
one fuselage half rn fity krt. pane-[ lrnes are rarseo, butnoL Loo heavy. (l prefer engraved ones myselt.).t'he ruo_
der surtace is engraved. As with most previous Mlrage
krts, Lhe air intakes and sl)ock cones are Inolded in four
separate pieces. llowever, lhe carrnon barrel recesseS are
mol-ded separately and are to C'e 9l-ued to the bottorn of
the air lnLakes. There are no cannon oarrels showing,
lust a groove moldeo in each piece. There is no detail
on the inner waIIs of the cockpit area. BoLh fuselage
halves are blanked off Sust Lo the rear o{ the cockpit
area ano at the very rear. The seat consists of four
parts with the shoulder harness molded to the back
piece. It looks quiEe Dare as the licensed built Martin-
Baker seat. in the Mirage series has several straps and
various other harnesses and fittings. The basic cockpi.t
itself is molded in four parts, an instrument paneI,
back plate, tub with side consols and a control stick.
(There is roorn tor Iots of added detail in the cockpit.)
The well detailed nose whee-L weIl glues to Lhe bottom of
the cockpit tuD in typical ESCI fashion. The lower for-
war,i ieadir:g edqe oi Lire verticai i in is a Separace Err-
angular shaped piece (dimpled in my kits). IL is as
though ESCI are going to mold the embargoed Mirage 5
that ended up in the Armee de L'Air and other foreign
Airforces. That version has an exLention to t.he vert.ical
fin, ala the l'1i.rage IIIC. Included on the tree with the
vertical fin piece is a ooppler antenna cover.

For the exhausL section of the fuselage there is a
tail cone piece and an exhaus! nozzle pi.ece. The tail
cone piece has the drag chute housing molded t.o it. The
housing is just a tiny bit undersized and the cap is too
poinLed. The exhaust nozzLe needs petals engraved longer
and more detailed as the eKhausL nozzLe on the SNEMCA
Atar 09-C3 engine is quite pronrinen!. This piece is also
blanked off wiLh no afterourner flanreholder rings show-
rng. The nose and radar dome consists of lwo halves with
the pitot boom moldcl in the right half. The boom is
slightly oversize. Two smalL pitot tubes mounted in the
front of the windscreen comp.LeLe this part of Lhe fuse-
lage. The cl-ear parts consis! of a windscreen with en-
graved framing, a gunsighL glass and a canopy whi.ch has
has the frame raised above the clear glass section. This
will need Lo be filed down a blt. The canopy may be fiL-
tFri nocn or e loserl. 'rhp () leqq narl-s arc lI jn and CIear
with litLIe distorLion.

Turning to the ne-e gearr whj,ch cgnsiots of nine
detailed parts, we frnd it is assembled by trapping the
nose wheel between two sLrut halves and then adding the
other parts to this assenbly. The Ianding Iights are
niol-ded. in Iight gray plastic instead of clear. The wings
are rrrolded and assemofed in previous Mirage fashion. Two
upger halves and a single, almosL full span Lower piece.
The wing s have ooth raised and engraveci detail, however
tf.J engraved aeLaiL is.]usL a IittLe too deep. (was
Mat.chiJox there twisting their arm?) I'he main whee.L wells
are welf detaileci with raised Iines for lhe hydraulic
-iines and fittlnqs. Each main gear conslsts of seven
well deLarled Paris includinq wheels and doora' The
wheel s are moldecl in two halves. One drawback, Lhe

deraiL on the insrde ot the gear doors is so deeplY en-
qraved, the thin PIasEic on Lhe outside of the doors is
irt:""i to dimprin;. The elevon actuaLor hous inq s are
i"piesenteo bi fo;r seperate pieces to be glued on'
iniri. utu five srnaLl scoops nrolded to lhe bottom wing
urece and four smalL seperate scoops to glue Lo the top
;nd ooLtom ot the fuselage.

Goodres Eo nang unoer the wings consist of lwo
supersonic drop tankl molded in upper and lower halves
wiih the racks inLegral with lhe upper halves' These
pieces were warped in rny k i t, but once remve<i f rom the
iree and glueci logether' no problems.

The on.Ly external armament included in this kit is
a Uatra 530 missle in tour parts plus a seperate racK Eo

install it under the fuselage centerline' No Sidevinders
or Magic misslest a PitY.

ieverishly tearing- the shrink'wrap from the 5BA kit
we find 6 Lrees ot purl", one clear' I didn't knor the
5BA was a nighL fighter, bu! this bird is molded in ?7

piit" 
"t 

al.n6st mi-night black plasticl Except for tlne
underwing tank parEs, Heapon load and nose section' the
rest of in" fit- is a perfect fit and match for the rIIE
iil. i"u-"un switch p'aiis oac* and forth to your-heart.'s
content with no conversion necesBary. Except for !!9
iolio*inq, aII Previous comments about the rrrE kit HIII
repeat for the 5BA kit.

The runway barrier hook is missing for thls Belgian
version. The unoerwing Ehingies consist of tso Iong
range o!op Lanks j.n sii lwarpedl pieces with integral
racks. The weaPon load is two bombs assenbled trom
eight pieces with seperate cenEerline-rack' As i! should
oe, tne 5tsA nose section is slighLly Longer than the III
:, 'bur- 39 a:n the Frt-o| boorn is s! ighrly oversize '

The two kits check out, scalewiser 4'25mm too gleat
in wingspan. The IIIE is 5.93mm and the 5BA 7'25mn Loo

Iong. -Uardly notj'ceable after the kits are built' BoLh

kitl do, hocever require 6ome filIer in Lhe seams'
Of'the oecals, the sheeL for Lhe 5BA is the b€tter'

The markings were al] in register. There are Belgian
national- marklngs, i'nstrument Panel decals, and various
stenciling. The IIIE sheet rvas badly out of reg ister

""a 
Ln" ,ii in"o*pt"teIy Printed. swi!s, Australian and

spanish markings are included. There are lots of pos-
siuilities in mixing the decals form both kits togetner'
Dut unfortunately fhe carrier films are thick and very
matEe.'-----6xuy, in the final analysis, what have you bouqht
for yourielf for a few copp.is less than a picture, -of
Alexanoer Hamrlton t (eaciri uuch better than the older
i:ujimi xits of Lhe iIIC and IIIR, but noL up to - Lhe

stanoard ot Lhe Hetler IrI C/8. If ESCI ever 9et their
warpage problems, decals, more moldeo-detail and square
awav thetr reference ilateiial, they'll be uu there wlth
r, I rt .' r! "; '-: I ll '," '!1) j "HIriiqe ynnf ii'

OEI EO MEET
l.,JelI, r/e almosl made it through the year wiLhout

screrding up our contest. schedule. Unfortunately the
November cont.est didn 't happen because tearLess leatler
forgot to]-eave any instructions oehind while lre played
hooky at last month's figure convention in portIanO.
sorryl

To salvage t.he situat;on we will have to hold Lhe
belated November contest and the ModeI of the year
contest at the same tirne. Everyone who had an award win-
ning nndel in Lhis pasb yoar is urged to bring thon in
one more time. According to our records Lhese are:

Mania Ki-5I
Tamiya 6x4 Krupp Protze
C'r6or i^. nTh^rn

Cameo BrlLish Trumpeter
Tamrya Panther v
Hasegawa Fw-I90
Neiuport Triplane
GAZW IK-2
Supernodel- Fiat CR-3?
T-60
AMT Kenworth Firetr ucK
Hasegawa QF-9D
AMT GMC Gene!aI
Ford LN-8000
Fulimi Fw-I90D-9
" Rustmonster"
14illiams Bro. wedeII Racer
AiTf iX TBM
Airf ix Hurricane
AiT f iX TBF-I
AMT GIOSIET MELEOT
Tamiya t'Iakverling
IMC Yardmaste r
AMT DC 966 Dump Truck
CYlon Raider
Serj.es 77 US Paratrooper
French Legionaire
Tamiya Jagdpanzer
Aoshima Chokai

As r.e will also include the winners of this nonlh's con-
test in the balloting for Model of the year, mociels for
the monthly competition should be entered prompLly so we
can conclude the 1ud9 in9 ear1y. (If ),ou fhink thj,e is
confusing , wait until we try to do itl ) 

-We have also arranged some-additional enter!ain-
tnent. Matl Hargreaves will attempt to lacerate both
thumbs while showing us how to rescribe panel lines. If
Kodak and the USPS come through in time, we might even
have a few slides of the Can-Am and Lhe porLlano figure
con te 6 t.

This is the month for The Changing of the cuard. To
keep things simple, we only have one elected posrtion:
Top of the Heap. If you want to be It, be there. It's
thtt easy.

New In Town
TRIPLE ALLIANCE: Airf ix I/12 New Lancaster B. IrI, L/48
Mosquito; Hasegawa I,/72 5000th Phantoln (F-4E/F w/ slats)
Testors L/48 F-I6, F-I8, RF-4; HelIer l/24 BMW DlXI
Alfa Romeo .l-750cc, L/400 T23 Torpedo Boatt ESCI I/48
Mirage vt Tamiya 1,/35 MI06AI, L/I2 FeErari lI2 T4; t4ings
(ex-KPtll L/72 Glen, He-I78, Su-2, Ki-32, MiG-3; Micro-
scale F-80 (2 sheets), B-36, F2H' Bf-ll0; Squadron
publicat.ions: Airforce CoIors, pt II, Bf-I09 in Action,
Blitzkrieg; Aerodata FighLers of WWIIT OsPrey Panzer-
kampwagen IV, StuarL Ligh! Tank Serres.

CAIIPUS BOBBIES: Testors I/48 F-I6' F-I8 two-seat, RF-4,
L/32 Bc-L05; lilonograrn l/48 F-18; HelIer J-,/72 AJ.ouette;
MPC Star Destroyer; ltinicraft I/1?. F-6F, P-47 Razorback
and BuDble, A-37A,/B (reissue), T-33A ( relssue) ; ESCI
L/49 t-5E swiss, Jaquar A, Mirage v and IIIE; Microsca-le
B-35 , F-80 (2) ' Bf-II0, F2Hr Scalemaster B-36, L/200
Airliners; Rareliner Federal Express.

A!{ERICAN EAGLES: Aoshima 1,/?2 reissues of lrDst of the
old Iine including Shiun, Seiran, Zuiun; Tamiya l/35 5

Famous Generals; MPC snowspeeder and Star Destroyer;
eirfix 1,/72 New Lancaster B. Irr, I/48 Mosquitoi Monogram
I,/72 Snap-Tite F-14, F-16, I,/18 F-I8i Paine's How to
Build Dioramasi Squadron publications Bf-]09 in Action'
Air{orce Colorsr pL II, FighLers of wWII r Pt I r Kriegs-
mr/1'ne;' Microscale Bf-II0, F-I02A (71, P-39, F2H' P-80
(2) , B-35 i Scalemaster B-36.

Stllfrt o Baa,rd,
R c Evrne (.A27-1q\21 is looklng for information on the
AC-l30H, specifically close-up photos of lhe forward
radome and IR equipnent lnstallation by the crew door.

FOR SALEs Seattle ChaPter Quarterly Volume I ReprlnLs.
cueas what we found ! A Iitlle dated (1971) but slill
lots of good information. wwl markings, xP-77, Boeing
299, sdKfz L42/21 A-2o and more. 32 gJS. SI.50, or S2.00
ppd, while they Ia6t.

Rcatp
ESCI l,/48 Mirage ]r:I],L/s/O/EE, and Miraqe 5BA Kits

The main part6 of theBe two kits came froln the same

mold, so let's review them logether. Starting wiLh the
ILIE/s/o/EE first, the oPened box will produce 69 light
gray parts and 3 clear ParLs molded on four trees, al]
sealed in one plastic bag. Tbe parts have number key
tabs molded next to them and the Lrees are marked alpha-
rrtt.iirli,,.

Larry Baldwi n
Steve Cook
.lef f ci-ockner

Doug Groesbeck
John Greer
Matt Hargreaves

Bruee Jchns.n

Carl Kietzke
Bob Labouy
Steve Lewis

Terry Moore
Zak Pasco
J, Prantil
Wayne Snowdon

scott Tay lor
Joe Tinaco
Gary woodburn


