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SEPT EO MEET J{,9.9.
?hl8 rcnth is ! contcat ronth. Ie erpect to rc€ !

good turn out of nodels .fter last nonth's In6piring
rlide sbov of the Natlonrl conteat nodels. re ylll also
ahou a fev rcre slldee thie tonth. Steve crlhcci rtll
tbrrc tol of hlr rrrcr rlider fror hir tour in Europc.

Serrfrl,g. 87
Plans for our neglonal in 81 arc conlng along

nicely. Currently re are uorklng on ! tuo day affalr for
late June. we rill be havlng toura, r sp€aker lnd th!
usual fllns and slidec. we even have a novel recognitlon
contest in the rorka. In order to finance thi6 ertra-
vaganza re are putting together a chapter Publicrtion
ue hope to hrve ready by the end of this year. (lrticles
ve have in preparation lnclude the F-18, V-I, Chaparral
nocket Launch€r, Neluport Triplane and a caat of
thousands.) we Etlll have plenty of rork to go around Eo
ii yui; -rar,i ;o L.:.F ?'r:I-ffi cff . get r.i touch rith
our vcry oun lcrry loora.

The'Boat' Floats
You night have seen ln the papers that tbe Hugher

Flying Boat eas 6aved and uon't be cbopped lnto piecea
lfter all. The parties concerned, Surnrna, the l{rather
Corp., and the Aero Club of Southern California, signed
r Letter of Intent in early August and are 6uppoEe to
have signed a contract later that nonth. The plane ral
!l60 nominated to the National Register in nashington
D. C. All this ghould nean that the plane'6 6afe now and
we uon't have to uorry about Eoneone rhackin' it apart
any Dore.

f'v€ received thanks fron the Connittee to Save the
BoEt for the little bit I did and r.ould like to pa6s lt
on to those of you uho took the petitions out for
EignatureE and nailed ther, in. It 6eens that all thosapetitionE were rhat 6hoh,ed the poo-bahs that people
cared and the uheels actually began turning after they
saH the wide interest being shown. So, thanks again for
ycur help and keep in mind that the .Little Manr CAN
econpllEb things vhen he organizeet E|H

fTr: L ^,:I trlt-'ro
Vacuformed Putty ?

orte of the least enjoyable asp€ct6 of nodel butld-
ing is the endless Banding of putty, trying to nake it
look llke snooth pla6tic. This is particularly difficult
ln conversion vork yhen one is tiylng to r?eke a srajor
change ln the kit's contours by acabbing on a hunks of
foan, balsa or plastic. Invariably, after countles!
coat6 of putty rhen the last bubble and scratch arc
carefully anoothed 6u!f1 one sandg through the thin
putty shell, expoeing the underlyir|g natcrirl rnd the
proceas mu6t begin again. There ia a b€tter ray.

Conslder naking a r.do!€. PirEt csrve the shapc !a
b€st you -can frotn uhatever nateri!l you prefer to rork
vlth. I't.,e found that 6tructur6l urathane foln uorkl
vell. lroke lt sllghtly underelze. Bhen it'e shapcd to
your 6rtiflction, colt it rith putty, . naking sure thrt
it .dheres to the baae raterirl. Llght sandlng to
restore thc contours ls all th.t is required. Don't
rcrly rbout sanding through the putty. nhen the part it
reasonlbly anooth but EtlIl 6lightly undersize, place it
on your vacuforn. Just before you auck the plrstic
aheet over it, cort the p.rt liberally ulth liquld glue.
(Tbere ls . slight potential fire hazard here, but I
rtlll have both trry eyebrors, and rith a llttle care ao
uill you.1 the hot plagtic makea ! frntrstic bond uith
t.he Boftened putty. Ihat you have nor is a rigid plastic
part th.t regulres only a llttle ltght sandlng and
polishlng beforc lttaching it to your aodel.

one added beneflt of thls technlgue ls thrt your
putty job rill not crack teo lbnths after you are done.
It rorka very uell for naking ner englne nacelles,
recon no6es, conver6lon c€nopy patterna rnd other slmple
lurps.

Since f have freguently been asked by fellor
reDbera to help thcn flnd old kit8 shich are lonq out ofproductlon, I thought lt night be of interest to all ofyou to hear about the society for the preaervation and
Encouragement of sclle xodel xit collectlng.

xlt collectore are not just a bunch of rarpped
cr-modelere rho have forgctten uhlch end of an X-Actoknlfe ie uhich. l{hile some extreDe collectors rill faint
at the thought of desecrltlng a klt by building lt, and
others fanotlcally horde plles of unbuildrble klts by
nanufacturerE rith unpronouncrble nanes, rcat are fairly
nornal rcdelers yho have cone to realize thrt the nulti-
llfetine supply of kits re all rccuaulate 1g anotber
hobby tn ltself.

The pattern ls falrly slnple. You strrt by buylng
three klts for every one you bulld. Then you notlc. that
kit6 rren't around forever, 60 you Etock up on a fev
frvorltes. You llght begin to buy kitE that you're not
really lntereEted ln rlght nou - just in case. By not
the stack of unbullt klts has outgroyn the closet and ie
ftlling utility ah€J.ve6 in the grrrge. Of courae you'r9
not s 3oll..tor, ycu stil! intenC to brlild ttrefi-lTf]
(Let's see, at a rrte of N per year, t'd b€ 287. HEnn.)
then one day, rhile staring at that uall of Bf-I098 6nd
F-lar you realize that rhat you'd really like to build
ls the Aurora Dtl-2 like you'sar at-Tl€aast neeting or
ln a recent uragazlne rrticle, but you haven't got onel
Although you ar6 sure you aaw one in'ItrE--E-h6FE-5-fTEEfeyhlle rgo, you discover they haven't been on the shelves
for YEIRS. Ahl ilaybe you can flnd soroe other nodeler rho
has the klt and might be ullling to sell or trade it for
gone of tbe kit8 you'lt obviously never get around to
building, but hor? thls ls the donaln of the sPEsl.4rc.

The actlvlties of the SPESIIrC center around the Xit
Collector's Clearlnghouse, a birnonthly publication -fi
ffi'The publication, vhlch givei
the group lts rpre fanlllar and nanagable title 'KCC',
ls a snall 16 page nagazine full of the lateEt neys lnd
rutmr6 of klt's lasue8, vlthdrawals and reiasues, and
the ri6e and denise of the companies that aake then. The
neat of each iseue horever, ie the Wants & Disposll ad6.
ltenberE nay place a flve llne ad in each i6aue, and no6t
do. Here you'll find klts of all deacriptions changing
hands. Offers are nade for indlvidual kits, klt6 are
auctioned or offered for sale and entire collections are
disposed of. fith luck and peralstence, you'll alao ftnd
that Dll-?.

ltorr do you knou if there's anything ln your collec-
tion that others rill eant? The anGyer ls the Collectorsvalue cuide. The culde li6t6 virtuallv aIl lnoh out-of-productlon pla6tic klts (including-vacs) rnd give6 a
rough fair-narket value. A neu edition of the cuide baB
JuBt been prepared and updates are publlshed XCC as
neu raritles are discovered, the 6tocl of oldiee drlndle
and loore kit6 are uithdrawn fron productlon.

The cuide nakes fascinating readingr not only to see
vhat gens you've got in your collection, but 1160 to
dlscoeer hundreds of klts that yOU'vE GOT TO HAVE. tfh€n
that happens, youtc hookedt

Subscriptlons to fCC are 96.00 p€r year and the
Guide i8 $9.00 (910.00 fir8t class). The lddre6B ts rlt
Col:!ectorE Cle.ringhouse, 3213 tsardy Drlve, EdDnd,
Oklahona, 73031. G Ft

Sqlkrho Gaa/r/,
Drn Rehoe (7a6-9514) i6 rebuildinq ! nevell t-20 and
need thc pilot'. and rear gunner'i canoplcs, lrndlng
gear covc!a End propallor6.

B C Byrn€
le looklng
Paclflc'in
dct!llB of

1821-79521 ls porking on a l/18 Prlvateer lnd
for thc Alr Conbat articl.e .Scourge of thc
vol I ll2 (Oct 72). tlr 16 al8o looklng for

thc PBIY'a Enco r!ist turrct..

u/r^oJ. ul /t aN (ooPs l)
v|hcn I lnitl.ted thll colunn, lt rlr ln rctponrc

to conments I recelved that our 'RuDrrongerg' coluln
vaa caualng eore of our nenbers to p€6ter hobby shop
ouners abut unrele!sed and poselbly non-erlstent k1t8.
As atated uhen lt first appeared ln P.brulry, I felt
that rNeu in Tornr rould h-tp off 8et thie by letting
our nenbers knou vhat ner kit8 end books they vould find
ln the shopa should they vlslt then !t the tlDe ot
publication. In thiE reglrd I sought to liet th€
in stock ltens rhlch had arrlved in the Prevtoua tro
ueeks or Bo. Although tt uas frequently offcred, infor-
lrtlon regardlng Item6 on order vas alrlya orlttcd.

LrBt rcnth uhen the Burvey ra6 tlken, canpug
::cbbles ess sold out of the recently relet6ed lonogran
g-3g ana consequently lt rae not llsted. ThlC th16, or
inv-oitrer iten, is -not eentloned does not inPly that it
ls'not clrrled blt r ahoP. t eincerely aPologize to 1116.
Danlcy lnd our olnUershlp for thi6 nlaunderttandlng. -*

lnstant Valve
I don't knou hor nany of you tlay use the cyano-

glue8, rnd oaybe it's only a fer, but I knor I got off
try lt bee:rrse t-he 6tuff'6et'ln the 6pout rnd t had to
throe reay rbEt of r tube of good glue. There ju6t
uasn't any vay to g€t the rest of lt past that rock-hard
Iunp ln the neck of thc tube. After dotng thi8 a couple
of tine6, I decided to }et othera u6e the stuff until
soneone cane up ylth r better u!y- to tllndle lt. llou
they've donc ltt

There are a couple of brandB of cyano on thc .arket
nou uhlch have r llttle 'valve' in the spout. thi3
slnple llttle doohickey keeps the spout closed off
exceFt for the tnstant the glue is applled. Since no air
can get ln, no lump can forn. liie brlnd f bought to
check out uas locktite'B GLUEIDTIC. It Ha6 34.50 for 2
grlns (.0? fI oz). It'E not cheap, but I can USE IT fLLt
Thrt'B ! lot better bargain than Epending a buck and
throuing out 90 c€nts rDrthtt I've had th16 tubc for .
couple of nonths nou, used It Bteadlly, rnd there'r
stlll not even the beginnings of any 'Eet-upr in the
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8pout. (lrlodern T.chnology! Ain't it ronderf ul?) E|H


