FeB 21 MEET

Everyone seems to have found our new location with-
out difficulty. However, inspite of the large turnout,
petter than nalf of you have not yet renewed your dues,
Pleaserenew promptly. Remember that our dues are now $3.

The winners from the January contest were:

aircraft: 1 Matt Hargreaves, l1/72 Tamiya Shinden
2 Larry Baldwin, 1/72 Frog Barracuda
3 Matt Hargreaves, 1/144 Mistel (converted)

ACmor: 1 Dan Rowbottom, l/35 Italaerei Panzer IV/H
2 Kelly Higgins, 1/35 Itataerei SDKFZ 234 Puma
3 Greg Dantzler, 1/35 Tamiya SDKFZ 7

Congratulation!

New in Town

AMEKICAN EAGLES: Crown 1/144 Zero, E13Al, Ki-61, C6NIl,
B7A2, Ki-44, F-4E/J, F-104J; B8ig Planes (various small
scales) B-17, C-1, PS-1, C-5A, Tu-144; Otaki 1/144 rF-111
¥-15, ¥-105D, F-14, RA-5C, ¥F-102A, F-110D, M1G-23, F-4B,
F-8C, F-5A; Tamiya l/32 F-14; Airfix (all reissues)
whirlwind helo, Wwellington, RE.8, Avro 504; USAirfix
1/72 F-2H, Alfa Jet; Matchoox 1/72 Heyford, PB4Y, G-91Y,
1/32 Sea Venom, 1/700 Bismark, 1/76 LRDG Chev Jeep, 45
ton tank transporter, M7 .05mm Priest, P2 IV L/70, M40
GMC w/ gun; nNichimo 1/20 Hughes H.500, 1/35 dunting
Tiger, Hgnting Panther; Testors/Italaerei 1/35 dliorama
accessories; Verlinden 1/35 5 dlorama accessory packages
ESCI 1/48 ¥K-d6E/F, F-4E, Mlrage 111C, Milrage 2000, L/ 72
A-4r/F, A-4r; New duimwrol Cawoftlage line.

TRIPLE ALLIANCL: Tamiya 1/35 rFamous Generals, 1/32 F-14;
L/S 1/144 Sk-71, Frank/Oscart, ; i

Georae /3111, S8 o
ol oz2; Crown L/l4d4  zero, Ki-6l, BIN2, CoNL, ELl3AL,
Ki-44; SKkywave 1/7UU D-Day Landing Set, Naval Arsenal,
Stratiglc Alruase, Strect tighting, Iwo Jima Set; Fujimil
1/48 Un-1N USAr & USeC, L1/72 Bell 212 ASW; &SCI L/72
A-4b, A-4u/b, L/4v r-4C/U, lrage 200U, Mirage 11IC,
F-goL/t, Heller mirage IVA; Matchoox 1/7< Heytoru, PB4Y,
wellesley, Flat G-92Y, l/32 Sea Venom, Microscale 2 F-1l6

sneets (USAF & NATO), P-47 and low visipility letters
dand  markings, uwew Huuwrol cawotlage colors; Ofticial
Tzzggram Palnting Gulue to Luftwaffe Aircraft 1935 to

CAMPUS dOBBIES: USAlrtix 1/72 F-2H Banshee, Alra Jet;
Nichlmo 1/35 dunting Tiger, Hunting Panther; ESCI F-4C,
Mirage II1IC, Mlrage 2000, F-86E/F; L/S 1 to 1 scale Colt
M-16 Assault Rifle; New Humorol color line.

Material for puolication shoula reach the paitor opetore
the second Saturaay of the month., Write or call: Greg
keynolas (v21-5675), 12819 98th PL NE, Kirklana, WA
98033

OFFICIAL MONOGRAM PAINTING GUIDE TO
LUFTWAFFE AIRCRAFT, BY T. HITCHCOCK

It‘s amazing that so much has been written on the
subject of Luftwaffe camoflage, and that so little of it
nas peen "right*. Only 1in the last few years have we
seen any painstaking and thorough research on the suo-
ject. Even more amazing is that after 40 years, there 's
enough evidence left that any sort of ™"authoritive"”
conclusions could be reached. Doubtless, this new DoOk
will result in a new wave of “experts® wvickering over
snades of grey. Nevertheless, 3juoging from the depth of
research and clarity of presentation, it 1s easy to see
that we now have a new standard, which all respecting
Luftwatfe mogelers will place in their bookcase.

The most attractive feature of the pook I found to
pe the organization. Each chapter is devoted to a narrow
subject, such as "Day Fighters 1935 - 37", “Night Fight-
ers", or "Export Colors", Each chapter is complete Dy
itself, containing all the paint chips refered to there-
in. This results in some duplication of chips, but in
conjuction witn the loose-leaf ring pinder, is a great
convenience in pbringing the guide rignt to the modeling
table. The chips themselves are large, about 2x2 inches.

The pook naturally contains lots of pnotos. MoOst
of them are new ana many are actual wartime color shots.
Several color side view drawings are given, however far
more numerous are the Factory Camoflage diagrams which
accompany each chapter, Particularly helpful 1is the
opening section, which deals with "color verspective",
or how colors should pe toned down for scale moagels. GR
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TAMIYA 1/32 F-14 TOMCAT

It is almost poetic justice that Tamiya has releas-
ed its L1/32 scale giant ten years after the first, and
provapnly least accurate, Tomcat kit by Monogram., In many
respects the Tamiya offering 1s tne ultimate kit. If not
in its 23 inch length ana almost 24 ilnch span (which
makes a display larger than the 32nd scale Phantoms oOr
the 1/24th Airtix kits) then certainly 1in the high gqual-
ity features we have come to expect from Tamiya.

The outline is accurate and the surface detail 1s
excellent, with many vents, rivets and metal textures
accurately represented. A casual look at the Phoenix
missle pylons or the chaf dispensing units under the
Ccat ‘s "peaver tail" confirms the type of perfection that
1/32 scale can provige the wmodeler, There are even tex-
tureu area to represent the pneumatic rupper wing DOOtS
into which the variaole geometry wings fold. Steel plv=-
Ots anu sScrews are provided Lo support the wing mech-
anlsm. As usual, there are some details destined to be
lost in most tinisned kits: engine 1nterlors ana tne
nose radar array.

The decals are generally very good, althougn the
smaller aetail markings are a oit heavy 1ln thelr effect.
The sneet offers two colortul attack sguaaron s marklngs
VF-84 and VF-211, ooth of whicn require some painting to
complete. For those of you who do not expect to ailsplay
your moael in puplic, there are decals proviaded for the
Imperial Iranlan Alr rorce, which may still pe applic-
.ole fullowing the Shain’s departure. There is also every
reason to wvelleve that we will soon have other choices
as well, from Microscale or others, especlally when the
Revell kits reaches the market.

The DOX tLOp 1S gulte attractive and coulu easily ve
tframed for ulisplay. There 1s also a nicely aone 15 page
instruction sheet, proviuing a detaiieu graphic summary
of how to vuild this Tomcat. [his 1s very lmportant ror
a kit wnere there are 17 pieces tor each ejection seat
and flve more just tor the talinook. Untortunately, the
lmportea kit contains no knglish, except 1in the numpers
ana decal references.

while the fit and molaing or most ot tne parts 1s
excellent, anu ]l velleve tnat this will oe the aefini-
tive F-1l4 kit in a large scale (even tnougn revell nas
alreauy announced a similar mouel ftor 19Ys8l), tnere are a
tew disappolntments experienced with tue xit. I aw not
certain 1f it 1s the most expensive kit [ nave ever seen
put the retail price ot petween $58 ana 568 1S siuply
the product ot industry 4greea. The Japanese price 1is
will pbe very controversial, resulting 1n much greater
sales of tne Revell kit (guesses are that this will oe
in the $1Z to $16 range) and iln my opinion give furtner
support to the argument against large scale kits as well
as proviae increased insight into the profit motives of
the US hoopy industry. The kit could also have proviaed
much greater wing detail (eg. slats & flaps) ana scribed
cockpit aetails (only aecals are gilven). More grouna
personnel or deck nandaling equipment woula have oeen
nice (only the pilot, NFO and crew chief are provided),
particularly at this price! :

The pottom line is that the Tamiya 1/32nd scale
Tomcat is excellent and anyone who can afford to opuy
a copy is encouraged to do so. I don't pelieve you 11 pe
disappointed, unless you can see your check pook from
your moaeling table!

KEFERENCES: Scale Aircraft Modelling, vlnl (Sept 78)
Koku Fan Specials, no. 83 (March 77)
no. 89 (Sept 77)
Squadron/Signal F-14 in Action, no. 32 BL

NATO AWACS

The first of NATO s 18 E-3A Sentrys 1s nearly ready
to leave Boeing Field. Currently undergoing checkout and
flight tests, it will leave for Germany in late March
where Dornier will complete equipment installation and
checkout before its delivery to NATO in 1982. The color
scheme is nearly identical to the USAF AWACS, overall
semi-gloss grey with white control surfaces and plack
anti-glare panel. dowever, belng Cwned multinationally,
it carries no national insignia., where the USAF ana star
woula appear on the wings, "NATO" ana the NATO compass
rose appear respectively. "NATO + OTAN" 1s <carrlied on
nose as snown. The reverse spelling occurs because the
French nawe "Organization de Traite nord Atlantigue" 1is
commonly useu in Europe. The serial is 90442. All mark-
ings are oiack.




