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SEFT lq MEET
It's con[est month again, HoHever, ln addition to

the usual Bi-monthly ContesL, we thought we'd cry some-
thi.ng a liLtIe different. Have you got an F-48 half con-
verted to a Panther Ausf. c gathering dust? Are tomatoes
groring on your nearly completed (except for sandingl)
I,/35 Flak ?oHer? Is the (almosl) Hhole gl9th Airforce
simoly 'in the say", even in I/777 ifell, brino them inl
$]e'd }ike to see all Ehose projects rhich have lost
therr zip and you can't Dling yourself to tinish. First
of all, unfinished rodels are usually more lnstructlve
lhan a finished one. However whal se hope wil]. happen is
that some other modeler will oe inspired by your efforts
and Hant to flnish it. To promote lhis bit of lunacy ue
are proposing a speclal contest. bo be ludged ln Decee
ber. Ther6 are tso rulesr l) the work nu6t have been
starteC Dy sonEone else, 2) it must be finished by oec-
ercer. Entr ies wiII be judged ln t.ro categor les: I ) Con-
vencional (for all those P-38s which are actually
finished as P-38s1, and 2) Anazing (a no-holds-barred'
t don 'L know virai i" ras and i d3n'i care rhal- tt iE I
but I got it DoNE, category). Prizes 11.11 be ararded
if se can think of something. Inagine, that project
you've been feeling guilty about nol finishing for
lvelve years could be completedl Just be sure to knock
the dust off before you bring iE in.

ln a monent of conParitive sanity' terry uoore will
give us another vacuform kit building deiDnstration. He
will shos ua hou !o skip tedlous hours of sanding and
ruin Lhe carpet at the same time.

Last month's door prizes rere donaEed bY TrlPIe
AIliance.

Review: Hasegawa 1/48 J7w1 shinden
In the sixLies Tamiya released a I/72 Shinden kit

which at be6t eas awful. Although adequate ln lt-s day'
it's failing6 are too numerous to list. No$ after nearly
trrenty years we have a second (ln a major scale) Shin-
den, by Sasegava.-The kit is molded in dark green plastic and ls vir-
tually flash free. The detailing is clean' crj'sP and
very fine. The canogy is of their usual high standards.
checklng the model against dratings and phoLos sboes no
detectable errors in outline. (The kit has Proven better
than some draei.ngs, so be carefull)

The decals look rather oright, hoHever t.he marklngs
on the proLotype never had nuch chance to fade. AIso Lhe
red will oarken a bit chen placed over lhe dark green.

Two drarebacks of the kit have been noted. Fi.rstly,
of the two p(ototypes completed' neither carried arma-
ment. The 9un openings in the nose should be faired
over. If a productlon machine is desired, the kit oeau-
tifully represents the guns as they HouId hav€ apPeared.
Secondly, 6ome scratchbuilding in lhe cockpit wil'I be
necessary to nake it equal to lhe erterior detaiiing.
The dashboard ie ercellent and should be saved along
rith tbe oxygene tanks. unfortunately the reEatnoer ot
t,he ccckpi, l lrculs best tse
the real aircraft.

scr3tched )-o Halch phat.os ot

This kiL is of excellent qual,ity and I highly rec-
olrnend i,t. IL sill nake-a beautiful (and unuauall ad-
dition !o any rcdeler's collection.
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Figments B to D
So that lhe Lufluaffe could release nore st(ategic-

ly inportant aircraft for corBbat duiy on lhe .Eastern
Front, lhe RLM designed a glider Cug based on the orlg-
inaL McBede drarings. The original aircraft uas qui.te
underpoirered for this task, 60 ehe RLM propoged joinlng
fuselages logether uotil there uould be enough porer for
a speclflc load. This is gerhaps av.iation's only rcdular
aircraft deslgn. As five fuselageB fere required for a
DFS-230, lt ls indeed fortunate that the MF321 cigant's
ploblens were golv.ed in quile anoth€( uay.

Ten'8u&pfling5'He(e bullt {Hr. No6.5505 ro 5515}
and u€ed on ihe Eagtern Fronc yi,th ('one succe6s. unfqr-
tunately, the aircraft couLd only tak€ off in lees tban
one inch of anor, and they rere all soon trapp€d. Even-
tually the Russians ove(ran th€ field and rrere surprleed
the next Sprlng to find that they had captuled only ten
ai,rcraft, not fifty as originally reiDrted.

One aircraft la knom t,o have survived (llr. No.
5515, BD+FF) and ia on display in Sknx, at lhe Yugoslav-
ian !,luseu8 for Farn Inplenent8 and Aircraft. There is an
unconf irmd rumr that another (po6sib1y 5510) *as nod-
ified and is oeing used ag an Aerobatics teao in a snall
East guropean country. T M

or ?0 unpaid 'casuals' Bho sho, uP sorrctiflEa. what's Lhe
value in our meeting every nonth? ls Ehere any VALID
reason why we should continue to meet? (fie meet !o talk
to each olher and continue friendshiPs, but l{e could do
Lhat anyuay. Sometimes we shor. off our labest construc-
tion, buE lhere are other places r,e could do !ha!. we
come to deat old kits, Du! there are other ways He could
do thaL. So lihy keep meeti.ng? Because somebody has hired
an assedtly haIU Because we don't. have anythlng-else to
dg qn SagufgaY? Eecause Yre-ve got to get auay from the
famity once in a rhile?)

I've been a member of thls grouP for almost 20 years
and I've seen membershiP numbers, interesLsr and metrber
participation go up and dom in lhat tlme. But I don t
ininr I-'ue seen everything ae dosn as lL has been in re-
cent year6. There siens to be a ramPant "I don't care"
in our group recently thaL Fakes tne ronder about our
f uture. r.rayoi it's t ine to cl.ose do*n and dlsband.

Lf 20 people are needed Lo perforn the necessary
duEleB that keep out grouP running, do the other 40 lrave
any aDligation; or do Ehey 3uet go along for^Eh9-t1991
If only I0 are needed, rhat about the other 50? If rl s

5, whai aboue the other 55? In ehat aense are they merF
bers? Because theY Pay $3 du€s? Fci che peEr- iet -years
just 2 or 3 people have run the grouP at any time. ?8f
of our group parLlclpates by Paying a couple of buck a

rear and then meet to calk to frlends once a month. l{e-.lect 
"otneone 

our leader and then glt oack for another
vear to studv our navel. t{hah about lhe other 57 or 58?
rn" on" who's elected soon finds that he has a tltle and
some obligations but titt.le real suPPort or help. There
is a core of 5 or 7 people who will generally be there
when he needs 6omeone, but the rest . . .

At our recent REcoN, 19 people either volunteered
lheir services or aqreed to help after belng asked'.As
it hapFened Chough' 6nly 5 peoPle actually- EPent signif-
ican! tirlEs at aome duty. 13 either dldn t shoY uP at
a].l, or sho$ed up to contiibute an hour or so, or showed
up just to circulate for their orn enjoyment. This puts
a-h6avy strain on g69 6 who dtd most of the fork and
carried the sho, on thelr backs. And if it hadn't been
for some NoN-members, we'd hav€ been in SERIOUS troublel
i{hat happened to 50 People?

This newal€Eter is Put out every ltonlh, and every
it's done by one Person, rith infrequen! conlrlbuliong
by others. bespiti a pool of 60+ mentally alert people
*!tn a vlde scatterlng of inBerests it-s almost inpos-
sible Eo get suorDissions. What happens to 59 people?

At a recent paint-party, we had about l0 volunteers'
Feeer actually showed up. egain, mostly the core people'
|{hat happened to 50 PeoPIe?

In the recen! annual elections' there've been only
single candidaces sho have gotten Lheir poslbions by de-
fau1r. No votes sere needed because ehere wasn't even a

s€cond candidate. what hapPened to 59 peoPle?
what haPPens to our gioup if 2 ot 3 key peoPle de-

cide Lo take a rralk and durnp all Che haEsles? What hap-
pens if the core decide to spllt and go their oyn Hay?

irould either evenc DencfiL Lhe grouP as a Yhole? (The
PorL].ano chapter folded for a ehile a few years ago,
re've Deen ualching the fragmentation of Lhe B.C. group
lor t,he past coulpe of years, and we-ve had sPlits from
our group recently. Lle seen to be oreaking aParl rather
rhan getting stromgerl)

t{e have elections coruing again soon. he need a Pres-
i.dent and soneone yi, Il, be elected. riho? grill i t be YOU?

Would you conside( running for the Posi.lion? Soneone has
to handle ehe finances t.oo. i{ill YOU apply for lhe
position? wilL you apply next year? Recently, everyone s
ansser to all of these questions has been, 'Let soneone
ELSE do i!". That inoicates a great lack of cohesion and
thae's sad.

Unde!sEand, 1'm not poincing a finger at anyone, or
chastising. My intention is not to create gullt for some
past 'Hrong' or start in-house back oiling. I d lrke to
get you to THINK about the needs of a grouP .l'j'ke ours.
I'd like to change the atrDospnere a bit. vle need -- ALL
ot u6 -- to consider the group as a ehole in our think-
ing. Paying $3 and aitending meetinqs isn-L the end of
iE, it's the BEGINNINGI For the benefit of rhe grouP'
each trEnber needs to be ACTIVE, and on a regular basis.

There a(e nany possibilities.
ir Some kind of srnall submission 2 ot 3 times a yea(.

It doesn'L need !o oe earth-shaking, only informa-
tive or interesging.

rr Find someone in Lhe general PoPulation to come and
Speak to us. Hero s aren E requlred, or .bt'g names.
Just soeeone h,lth an inLeresling Past who'd be will-
ing to tell us about it and field a feu questions.

ri Dig up an unusual film uhich ue could shoH.
rr Give a presenEation or dercnstation.
rr Make yourself availible for the small duties that

apt€ar once in a rhile.
rr PresenLing matters lha! the grouP mighc benefi't from

knoring, or Iooking ahead, anEiclPating needs and
problens ihat shoulo be acted on for che grouP s
benef r !.

rr Getting involveo to learn rhat's required so you
can Decooe one of the group's officers next year or
tbe year afte!. Tbe young nemDers especially' need
to think of lheoselves as fucure club officers and
oegin prepari,ng for the duties.

THESE are Che dues that a ftemDer pays in order to
keep his organizaLion afloat I Not Jusb 93 a Year. And,
for the good of Ehe chole group, ALL of us need to be
active in some ray aII the time. Not lust a fee people.

So I leave rt in your lap. Ihat uiJ'I you personally
DO, thrs nonlh, next nonth, the month after thaL, etc,
thar wi.II oenefit lhe group as a rhole and help Lake
rhe Ioao off Hhoever's in charge? Because lhere isn't a
'They'. It isn'! "their'9roup. It's OUR groupl If the
group is 9orn9 to keep going '.iE need !o keep it 9o1n9.

EaEt guropean country.

Guest Ed.ttorlal
Have you ever tbought aoout our groug?

una! it's for, and yhat's needed to felp
mean really THoUGBT about. it? currencly, ue
ple on the ro6ler as pai<! Dei[De(s and there

wnal iE is,
r e going? I
haee 60 peo-
are aDout 15 IT ls wnat. hE s|ask rt- Bill Hawkins


